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     For the past few years, Trinity has slowly been working to improve our technology ministry.  We started Pastor on the 

Porch, my video devotion, the first week I arrived and while we moved from weekly to a more occasional format, it is still 

a helpful communication tool and people tell us it is a source of encouragement.  During a snow storm in January of 2018, 

and then during two different hurricanes, we created online worship experiences since we couldn’t come together in-

person.  One of the most memorable online experiences was during Hurricane Florence. We produced a service with staff 

that in three different states (Ohio, Florida, and North Carolina) and five different locations.  We were also able to stream a 

couple of funerals which helped families that were unable to travel. We had plans to increase our online presence.   

     Then, in March of last year, the COVID-19 pandemic hit and we had to quickly adapt.  We started streaming our 

services right away, providing not only a devotional, but an entire worship service.  We also tried to connect personally 

with those who were watching.  We adapted and were able to hold a virtual Vacation Bible School for our children and 

offered several youth and adult Bible studies.  

     We have learned a lot these past 15 months and our goal is to continue to connect with people, first with the personal 

touch, but also using technology and a significant online presence.  For example, due to the layout of our Sanctuary, the 

lines of sight are not always clear when we have special services such as baptisms.  We are eager and feel God’s call to 

take our online presence to a new level while also improving our service to the church and community via our in-person 

offerings.  

     In order to do so, our IT infrastructure must be drastically improved and additional or upgraded equipment must be 

acquired and additional people will need to be trained.  The long-term vision is a full-service online presence which will 

include worship, classes, ministry opportunities and, even fellowship and support groups.  In short, we hope to offer 

online what we are already doing in our physical locations.  It is also our hope and expectation that we can reach a 

younger and more diverse population, many of whom will experience our technology and then choose to join us in person.  

It is also our hope that we will reach people, not only in our Brunswick County communities, but also extend our reach to 

the broader world.  It is our further expectation that we will be able to connect with Trinity members who travel or are 

unable to attend due to age or other physical limitations.  In addition, as we continue to increase our in-person worship 

attendance, all the upgrades will enable us to provide greater service to those attending both worship and classes.   

     Last month, we produced a video outlining the steps we are planning to take to bring the vision to fulfillment.  In it, we 

asked you to consider giving to our “Connecting Church Campaign.”  You can view the video on our church web site at 

www.southporttrinityumc.com or on our Southport Trinity YouTube channel.  We are seeking to raise $100,000 to help 

fulfill this vision.  If you have not had the chance to give to this campaign, I encourage you to do so.   

    Our world is changing quickly and churches who want to remain relevant and vital will need to have strong technology 

ministries.  I am so very excited to see how God is going to continue to move in the coming months and years.   

     Your generous giving and commitment will help us continue to “burst forth with Christ’s love for all people”.      

                                                                                                                Thank you for your commitment to Christ’s Church!  

                                                                                                                                                                        Pastor Stuart 
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     Trinity’s Blessings Box 

     What is a Blessing Box?  The “box” is a permanent 

wooden structure that holds food, toiletries and water 

that can be accessed by anyone with a need any time of 

the day or night. 

     This free pantry for Trinity was the vision of Marcy 

Merkle, whose husband Chris built it and, with the help 

of the Methodist Men installed it.  It is located on the 

Atlantic Street side of Trinity. 

     As a congregation, we can donate the following items 

to be placed in the Blessing Box: 

 Individual wrapped snacks 

 Individual serving size meals with “pop top 

opener” 

 Baby food  

 Bottled water 

 Pedialyte 

 Small travel or hotel sized toiletries 

 Oral care items 

Requested items may change as the needs of the 

community change. 

     Donations may be left in the tote bag designated for 

the free pantry in the room across from Trinity’s 

Welcome Center. 

     The project’s motto is 

“Take what you need and leave what you can.” 

 

Ushers Needed                      

     Trinity’s 8:00AM worship service NEEDS more  

ushers.  The plan is to have enough ushers so you will 

only need to serve one Sunday every four to six weeks. 

     We will work with you to adjust the schedule for 

your vacations, personal commitments, travel, etc. 

     Ushers are expected to arrive by 7:30AM and 

generally leave by 9:15AM.   This gives you time to 

enjoy the rest of the morning! 

     Please contact Harley Lemons to tell him you are 

interested.  He can be emailed at 

harley7174@gmail.com or by phone at 910-352-7174. 

 

Let Us Pray              
     Prayer is a powerful way to serve our Lord.  Trinity 

United Methodist Church is now offering numerous 

opportunities to serve God and church by praying. 

*Prayer Wall*  Let us utilize the beautiful prayer wall in 

the sanctuary to place our prayer requests.  Simply take 

one of the cards offered at the prayer wall, write your 

prayer request during church or anytime the sanctuary is 

open and hang your request on the prayer wall.  The 

prayer team will read and pray over these requests each 

week.  The prayer wall is open to all who wish to leave 

prayer requests and, also to all who wish to have quiet 

time with God and lift up the prayer requests that are 

placed on the prayer wall.   

*Prayer Partners*  During all three Sunday worship 

services, someone will be praying in the Prayer Room 

for the church, the staff, the service, members, 

community, specific prayer requests, etc.  We need many 

volunteers to make this happen!  We would like to have 

at least 10 volunteers for each service at 8:00, 9:30, and 

11:00.  With the 30 plus volunteers, prayer partners 

would be serving once every two months during the 

service of their choice.   

     If you would like to serve as a prayer partner, please 

email Cathy Danford at cat1108@aol.com and specify 

which service you would prefer.  We would like to begin 

in July.   

*Prayer Circles*  We invite you to join a new, small 

group called Prayer Circles.  Each group would have no 

more than 6 persons.  Our primary purpose will be to 

pray!  One of the focuses of prayer we would like to 

begin with is our teachers and students in our church 

community.  Prayer circles could also send notes of 

encouragement.  Meeting times and frequency of 

meetings are open.  If you are interested in leading or 

participating in a prayer circle, email Cathy Danford at 

cat1108@aol.com or talk to a prayer team member.   

*Prayer Warriors*  Prayer Warriors are on an email list 

and pray for specific prayer requests.  This is Trinity’s 

prayer chain.  If you would like to be a part of the prayer 

warriors just let Cathy Danford know.  She will be 

happy to include you in this powerful ministry.   

      Please prayerfully consider serving in these prayer 

opportunities.  Together, we can make such a difference 

through prayer.  “For where two or three gather in my 

name, there am I with them.”  Matthew 18:20 

     Thank you from your Trinity Prayer Team. 

Steve Danford, Donna Underwood, Cheryl Jones, 

Eleanor Rankin, Vickie Register and Cathy Danford 
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               Pandemic Lunch 
     Earlier this year, Trinity’s COVID-19 Response 

Team decided to recognize and thank the healthcare and 

public safety workers who served the Southport 

community during the COVID-19 pandemic.  This group 

consisted of personnel at Dosher Memorial Hospital, the 

Southport Police Department, Fire Departments and 

EMS and the Elmcroft and Southport Health and 

Rehabilitation nursing homes. 

     After much planning, the “Pandemic Appreciation 

Lunch” took place on April 28
th
 at Dosher Memorial 

Hospital.  Food Lion donated food and Party Time 

donated balloons.  Thirty members of Trinity UMC and 

Pastor Stuart gathered to provide 280 local heroes with a 

carryout lunch of hamburgers, hot dogs, coleslaw, potato 

salad, potato chips and a bottle of water.   

     This was a team effort all the way.  We were thanking 

all the workers as we served them but, at the same time, 

they were thanking us for the lunch.  This made it 

special for us as well as for them. 

     Trinity received the following letter from Ilene 

Evans, Director, Marketing & Community Relations, 

Dosher Memorial Hospital: 

     “We can’t tell you how much the lunch you prepared 

for our staff meant to us.  Not only did we enjoy the 

meal, but we loved interacting with the warm, 

enthusiastic volunteers from your church and are 

touched by this grand gesture of appreciation.  Thank 

you!  We are always here for you.” 

                                                    John Kelso, Lay Leader 

 

 

 
Extravagant Generosity 

     Sitting in church today, May 9th, I listened as Pastor 

Stuart announced a campaign to improve our 

communication infrastructure.  This media campaign 

will allow Trinity UMC to reach out and spread the good 

news to not only Trinity church members unable to 

attend, but also to professionally reach out to the viewers 

across a multitude of states and even other countries who 

have been consistent worshippers since we started online 

worship services.   

     It will also extend the capabilities within our 

classrooms and other areas of the church.  Our current 

communication system has many challenges that our 

staff has been able to manage with their persistence and 

their effort. 

     Trinity wants to continue this ministry on a 

permanent and more professional platform, which will 

require some significant changes.  This project has the 

full support and approval of the Finance Committee and 

Church Council.   

     I hope you will support the “Connected Church” by 

contributing to this fund.  I am confident Trinity will 

support this new and dynamic outreach ministry.  

                   Don Collins, Finance Committee Chairman 
 

Hello?                                
     What would happen if God instituted voice mail to 

better route our prayers?  Let’s say I had gossiped and 

wanted to confess, so I got ready to pray, er, call: 

     Immediately, a voice answered, “You have reached 

the throne room of Heaven, the Prayer Department.  All 

of our representatives are busy right now.  Your call is 

important to us and we want to help you.  Please stay on 

the line and your request will be answered in the order 

that it was received.” 

     There is music and then I hear another recorded 

message.  “Listen carefully to the following options and 

press the appropriate numbers: Press 1 for a prayer for a 

loved one.  Press 2 for a prayer for your church.  Press 3 

for giving thanks. Press 4 for confessing sins.  Press 5 

for salvation.  Press 6 for a physical need.  If you would 

like this menu repeated, press 9.” 

  Since I had a sin to confess, I pressed 4.  Immediately, I 

heard a voice saying, ”We’re so glad to help you in your 

confession of sins.  Please select the appropriate option.  

If you cursed, press 1.  If you yelled at your spouse or 

another member of your family, press 2.”  The voice 

droned on, giving the various options. 

     About then I decided to hang up and keep on 

gossiping.  BUT, then I remembered what the Bible says 

about God and how He attends to our needs. 

     Instead of a voice mail system, He says, “And, it shall 

come to pass, that before they call, I will answer, and 

while they are speaking, I will hear.” 

                                                                       Anonymous 

                           The NewsLetter Newsletter, April 1998 

 



 
 

 

Traditional Music Ministries: 

Director’s Notes 

     I hope that this article finds everyone well.  I’m sure 

that you’re looking forward to the day that this pandemic 

is in the rear-view mirror.  I know that I am!   

     I want to assure you that the music ministry of Trinity 

is definitely alive and well.  We are doing our best to 

continue to enhance the worship experience for all.  We 

are coming back, but slowly.  We kept music alive 

through solos and the singing of hymns.  We’ve added a 

small recording choir, as well as our small handbell 

ensemble “Ring 6”.   

     Throughout this unique time, the staff of Trinity has 

worked hard to continue to provide a meaningful 

worship experience through our Streaming Worship 

Sunday Services and special worship experiences. 

     We are planning to start all music ensembles the 

week of Labor Day in September, but this is dependent 

on any restrictions still in place.  We will follow this 

schedule for the start-up: 

Wednesday, September 8
th

:  Celebration Ringers at 

5:00PM and Sanctuary Choir (note the new name) at 

6:30PM. 

Sunday, September 12
th

:  Wyckoff Orchestra at 

6:00PM. 

Monday, September 13
th

:  Joyful Noise Ringers at 

9:00AM.   

     The Pandemic has given us the opportunity make 

some changes within the music ministry.  One of those 

changes consists of combining the Morning Glory Choir 

and Chancel Choir into one group.  The Sanctuary Choir 

will serve the 11:00AM Traditional Service. The change 

was made to give each service its own “style”.  

     The 8:00AM service will become a Casual service 

which was the intent when it started several years ago. 

The 9:30AM service will remain Contemporary and the 

11:00 service remains Traditional.   

     The 8:00AM service will not be left without music.  

They will have the Joyful Noise Ringers and the 

Wyckoff Orchestra, on an occasional basis, as well as 

the Annual Christmas Cantata and soloists from time to 

time.   

     This was a difficult decision to make, but it will, in 

my opinion, attract more people that are looking for the 

variety that Trinity offers. 

     As always, we are constantly looking for new 

members.  If you are interested in singing, ringing, or 

playing an instrument (or you know someone who is), 

please consider joining one of our ministry ensembles.  

This is a time that we need everyone with talent to step 

up and share it with God and the congregation.  Below, 

you will find the name of the ensembles and minimum 

requirements for each: 

   Sanctuary Choir: All you need to participate is the 

ability to carry a tune and the time and dedication to 

attend rehearsals. 

   Joyful Noise Ringers: You will need to have basic 

music reading skills.  Experience ringing handbells is 

not required, but is a plus.  We currently have 4 

openings. 

   Celebration Ringers: You will need advanced music 

reading skills especially in the area of rhythm.  Prior 

ringing experience is required.  Knowledge of 4-in-hand 

ringing is a plus.  We currently have 5 openings. 

   Wyckoff Orchestra: You must be able to play your 

instrument at an advanced high school proficiency level.  

Orchestral instruments only please, such as woodwind, 

strings, brass, and percussion.  We currently have the 

following openings: 1 clarinet, 2-horns, 2 or 3-trumpets, 

1 or 2-percussion (Percussionists should be able to play 

non-pitched and pitched instruments.), all strings: violin, 

viola, cello, bass and harp.  You may have noticed I 

don’t have numbers for stringed instruments.  I will take 

as many as I can get! 

     If you would like to join one of our ensembles or 

have friends in the community that you think might be 

interested, please contact me. (You don’t have to be a 

Trinity Church member to be able to participate in any 

of our music ensembles). My contact information is: 

Bob Marks at rmarks1107@gmail.com.  

     In closing, please know that we in the Traditional 

Music Ministry of Southport Trinity United Methodist 

Church have always been truly thankful for your 

continued support.  Membership in the music ministry is 

another way to support your church, as well as be a part 

of a thriving ministry that enhances your worship 

experience and shares God’s love and word to the 

community in a unique way.                           Bob Marks 
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Earth Friendly Ways 

to 

Have an Eco-friendly Picnic 
     Summer is just around the corner and one way to 

spend time in the beautiful outdoors with family and 

friends is by having a picnic.  Here are several ideas on 

keeping that picnic an eco-friendly one: 

     Keep your picnic local.  That will save time and 

energy traveling from one place to another.  Even a 

backyard picnic will be fun for the family. 

·    Get the picnic supplies from your home instead of 

buying new ones.  Use an old blanket to cover the picnic 

table instead of new plastic one.  Instead of disposable 

plates, utensils, plastic cups, and napkins, use cloth 

napkins, cutlery, plates and tumblers from home that can 

be washed once back at home.  Don’t use plastic straws.  

Use your own personal stainless steel straw. 

·    Have an eco-friendly meal.  Don’t pick up a “take 

out” meal.  These meals generate a large amount of 

packaging waste.  Try ordering from restaurants that are 

using sustainable packaging.  There are several in 

Southport and we are educating more of them.  Try 

organic foods that are nutritious and plant based.  Grow 

your own vegetables or buy them from your local 

farmer’s market.  Bring your own bag to the store! 

·    Clean up the area after the picnic.  Many certified 

picnic areas have trashcans and recycle bins so take 

advantage of these.  Leave your picnic area cleaner than 

when you arrived by picking up any litter that was 

already there and dispose of it at home 

     Creation Care has been actively involved with the 

United Methodist Men’s “To Go Meals” since January 

by highlighting ocean and earth friendly info on the 

paper take-out bags, and using compostable products.  

No straws, plastic cutlery or water are given out with the 

meals. 

     The spring litter cleanup with the residents of the 

Rivermist Development on Dosher Cutoff was 

successful on April 24
th
.   

     An article was in the State Port Pilot encouraging 

people not to litter the roads as it hurts the environment 

and ocean animals. 

     Are you ready for a good read?  The New York 

Times Best Seller, Drawdown:  The Most 

Comprehensive Plan Ever Proposed to Reverse Global 

Warming is available through the church.   Call Peggy at 

919-619-2839 if you are interested in reading it.   

           Do what you can to help preserve God’s Creation 

while having fun this summer! 

                                      From your Creation Care Team 

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE 

 

 

 

 
 

 

As long as the grass keeps growing 

and the rivers keep flowing, 

 

As long as the sun keeps shining 

and the birds keep singing, 

 

As long as the flower blooms 

when the sweet rain falls, 

 

As long as the winter is cold 

and the summer is warm, 

 

As long as the mountains stand tall 

as the oceans are wide, 

 

As long as the moon shines bright 

for the evening tide, 

 

As long as the air is sweet 

when the breeze tickles my face, 

 

I will never forget that 

God created this place. 

 

                                          Author Unknown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

June Birthdays 

1.  Mark Caban 

     Chris Jones 

 

2.  Cathy Furpless 

 

3.  Lisa Barnette 

     Lily Peattie 

 

4.  Dwight Flanagan 

 

5.  Dave Cather 

     Kevin Truett 

     John Williams 

 

6.  David Lee 

     Lily Schabarum 

 

7.  Kurt Bonney 

     Caroline Richardson 

 

8.  Ellie Harrington 

      John Kelso 

      Frank Peterson 

      Rick Stelzer 

 

9.  Judy Clary 

     Calley Jones 

 

11. Bill Frank 

 

12. Zella Wright 

 

13. John Beroset 

      Tom Wiliams 

 

14. Carol Groshier 

      Chap Haddon 

 

15. Ethan Bonney 

      Bob Gardiner 

      Stan Oathout 

      Lillianna Reaves 

      Lilly Reeves 

 

 

 

16. Brad Barnes 

      Alexis Lee 

      Bob Richmond 

      Dan Tucker 

      Lila Wilkens 

 

17. Judy Futrelle 

      George Hrebin 

 

18. Charles Christianson 

      Roberta Dosher 

      Steve Lange 

      Hannah Pieper 

      Paul Wood 

 

20. Carolyn Vey 

 

22. Jack Frye 

      Judy Griffin 

      Lila Jane Morhard 

      Wade Richardson 

      Rick Terry 

 

23.  Braden Thomas 

 

24. Clara Johnson 

      Diane Sloan 

 

25. Chris Breissinger 

      Tom Lacey 

 

26. Sylvia Bertz 

      Bill Jenkins 

      Caroline VanSise 

  

27. Kat Gedman 

      Brandon Jolley 

      Joyce Nielsen 

 

28. Kitty Oathout 

 

30. Erna Bower 

      Jim Kumnick 

      Jan Noonan 

      Joe Reebel 

 


