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A Wilderness Journey 
     The idea of Lent began during the third and fourth centuries.  The number of days is based on the biblical significance 

of the number forty—specifically, the forty years the Israelites wandered in the desert and Jesus’ forty-day fast in the 

wilderness. 

     Thus, Christians describe the forty-day Lenten season itself as a journey in the wilderness.  Lent represents a time of 

searching for God amidst the brokenness of life, a season of intentional fasting before a time of feasting.  Historically, 

Christians have given up something during Lent as a symbolic way to mark their journey and refocus their energy on 

their relationship with God. 

     Most often, this includes fasting from certain foods or drinks.  Some skip a meal each day or give up specific things 

such as meat, caffeine, alcohol, or sweets.  Others give up more modern luxuries such as the Internet, social media, or  

e-mail, reading books, magazines, or newspapers; shopping; watching television; or listening to music. 

     It is important to remember that none of these things are inherently bad, sinful, or evil.  Yet any of these pleasures can 

easily become overly important in our lives.  We likely have all experienced that. 

     The idea of a Lenten fast is to abstain from these subtle, but powerful influences in our lives in order to become less 

distracted and better equipped to give one’s full attention to the spiritual journey.  It is an occasion to relinquish something 

one typically enjoys in order to identify with Jesus and the sacrifice he made on Good Friday. 

     Significantly, Lent should never be morose—an annual ordeal during which we begrudgingly forgo a handful of 

pleasures.  Lent should be considered an opportunity to realign ourselves with God and pursue a renewed 

relationship with him. 

     Many Christians adopt something new during Lent as well.  They choose to pray at fixed times each day, read the 

Bible, serve the poor, observe moments of silence and meditation, or engage in habits that enrich their soul. 

     On Ash Wednesday, some Christians attend special church services and place ashes on their foreheads as an outward 

symbol of the repentance and fast they are undertaking.  The day before Ash Wednesday has become known as Fat 

Tuesday, or more familiarly, Mardi Gras.  The day is considered one’s last chance to indulge in rich foods, special 

beverages or anything else one is giving up for the following six weeks. 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                        (Author Unknown) 

 

http://www.southporttrintyumc.com/
https://www.exploregod.com/explore/videos/can-i-know-god-personally


 
                                                                    Amy Edwards 

 

 

                            SPRC News 
     Using a proactive approach, Trinity's Staff Parish 

Relations Committee (SPRC) has finalized an Employee 

Handbook which will be distributed to all of our paid 

staff members this month.  The Handbook was drafted 

by a committee of SPRC members led by John Kelso 

and was finalized by the entire SPRC during our January 

meeting.  It covers a wide range of topics including  

Performance, Compensation, Workplace Safety and 

other Workplace Guidelines as well as Benefits and a 

Code of Conduct.  

     The next step will be the distribution of the Employee 

Handbook to all staff members for their review followed 

by a period of discussion.  Once all questions have been 

discussed and answered, each staff member will be 

asked to provide an acknowledgment that they have read 

and understand the contents of the Employee 

Handbook.                                                    Sue Crippen,  

                                               Chair of SPRC Committee 

  

 
Extravagant Generosity – Did You Know? 

     Did you know that when you turn 70 ½, the IRS 

requires you to begin withdrawing at least a minimum 

amount from your traditional IRA accounts and pay 

income taxes on the withdrawals?  If you don’t take 

withdrawals, or you take less than required, you will 

owe a 50% federal penalty tax on the difference between 

the amount you withdrew and the amount you were 

required to withdraw. 

     However, if you are in the fortunate position of not 

needing your distribution for living expenses and are 

charitably inclined, you can avoid income taxes on your 

required withdrawal by donating this money directly to a 

qualifying charity. 

     If you, or someone you know, meets this age 

requirement and is facing a required minimum 

distribution (RMD) this year, you can transfer up to 

$100,000 directly to an eligible charity without paying 

income tax on the transaction. 

     This means you can put your IRA to work “for 

Trinity United Methodist Church.”  Trinity welcomes 

these qualified charitable contributions to help make a 

difference in your community and lives through the 

message of Jesus Christ. 

     To be eligible for this specific tax-exempt donation, 

the transfer of funds must be made directly from the IRA 

to TUMC.  Please contact your tax professional or 

financial advisor with questions.  Contributions may be 

mailed to Trinity United Methodist Church.   

     Please contact TUMC if you are interested in other 

ways to give through stock, estate planning or life 

income gifts. 

                                                                       Don Collins 

 

 
Albertson’s NewPhone Numbers 

 Gary - 910-540-3383 

 Donna - 910-540-3382 

 



 
 

Creation Care News 
Let’s show our coastal community some LOVE! 

 Reduce your use of “single-use 

plastics”…plastic items you use only once and 

then discard. 

 Opt-out of accepting plastic utensils with take-

out meals…we have utensils at home. 

 Think twice about using a plastic straw.  Do you 

use one at home? Support a local business by 

purchasing your own reusable straw (e.g., glass, 

stainless steel, hard plastic.)   

 Return plastic shopping bags and film wrap 

(e.g., bread/bagel/produce bags, paper 

towels/tissue paper wrappers, etc.) to the grocery 

stores.  Please do NOT put these in our local 

recycle bins. 

 Collect ONLY #1 & #2 plastics in our 

Brunswick County recycle bins. 

 Drop off empty ink cartridges at a local 

collection site (e.g. Wal-Mart, Staples and 

Office Depot). 

 Use less plastic!  Plastic material never 

completely disintegrates.  It breaks down into 

microplastic particles less than 5 millimeters in 

diameter which may be consumed by sea life, 

(including fish) and then by US. 

 Don’t be a litterbug!  Wind and rain easily move 

lightweight materials (e.g., Styrofoam, plastic 

bottles, dental picks, etc.) into storm drains, 

which lead to waterways and ultimately to our 

beautiful ocean.  Let’s help our sea life and 

seabirds live healthy happy lives!   

     Next time you are out for a stroll or walking your 

beloved dog in your neighborhood, around town or on 

the beach, take a bag along and pick up whatever debris 

you can.  Every piece you pick up makes a difference! 

 

 

 

Gary and Donna 

Albertson express their deep appreciation for the 

generous Christmas gift from the Trinity church family. 

     “We look forward to serving our Lord  

with you in the coming year.” 

 

 

 

Missions – Reaching Out to the Homeless 
     Winter Sheltering:  As we have done for the past five 

years, Trinity UMC is working with other churches in 

the Southport Oak Island Interchurch Fellowship to 

provide emergency shelter to people in need.  This is a 

joint effort between area churches and Brunswick 

County Streetreach, a faith-based organization that 

ministers year-round to the homeless.   

     Because of COVID, our ministry looks different this 

year and we are not providing meals or other services 

that require direct contact with the folks who are 

sheltered in our community.  However, we are providing 

financial support for the motel rooms and gift cards for 

purchase of food from nearby grocery stores.   

     During the recent very cold period in January, there 

were more than 20 individuals housed.  One of them 

shared this story: “Sally”, who is disabled due to medical 

conditions, lived for many years with her partner who 

died suddenly.  Their mobile home was in his name and 

she had no legal rights to it.  The home was damaged 

during Hurricane Florence, but “Sally” could not receive 

disaster help due to the legal ownership situation.  The 

conditions in the home became so bad that she and her 

two grandsons were forced to move.  She has received 

an emergency rent voucher, but cannot find rental 

housing in Brunswick County that she can afford on her 

disability income.  This is only one of many stories of 

the ways in which individuals and families can become, 

and remain, homeless in our society.   

     Transitional Housing:  Trinity continues to work 

with the Brunswick Partnership for Housing (BPH) to 

renovate the recently purchased building on East 11
th
 

street into four apartments that will be made available to 

people in our community who lose their housing, but 

who, with time and support, can live independently.  

Local churches, including Trinity, have contributed 

$100,000 to this effort and a capital campaign is 

underway to raise additional funds.   

     Trinity has also partnered with St. James AME Zion 

and UMC Disaster Relief to provide transitional housing 

to the Hayes family while their new home is being built 

to replace the one destroyed by a fire in March, 2020.  

Trinity is leading the effort to rebuild the Hayes home 

and we hope to begin the actual building in March.  

                    Becky Felton, Chair of Mission Committee 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Operation Christmas Child… 

Good News and Great Joy from 2020 
     In the face of unprecedented trials and challenges in 

2020, God was faithful and prepared the way for 

Samaritan's Purse to take Operation Christmas Child 

shoebox gifts and the gospel of Jesus Christ to the end of 

the earth, even in a pandemic year. 

 

     In Paraguay, where large gatherings weren't 

permitted, the national leadership teams found creative 

ways to minister including wearing masks and going 

door to door to share the gospel and hand out shoeboxes. 

     In Wotje, (part of the Marshall Islands in the North 

Pacific), 340 children (mostly orphans) received 

shoeboxes.  Shoeboxes were distributed on over 200 

Pacific Islands. 

     In Uganda 300 children received shoeboxes and 250 

completed The Greatest Journey. 

     Other locations where shoeboxes were delivered in 

2020, were Saipan, Guam, Ecuador, South Ukraine, 

Thailand and the Dominican Republic. 

     In Mexico, Ministry Partners brought kids together 

through an online prayer group.  More than 200 

“believing” boys and girls participated and prayed for 

the needs around them and for the children who would 

receive the shoeboxes. 

     In the United States, local guidelines were followed 

and over 51,000 people volunteered to inspect shoeboxes 

at eight different processing centers across the country 

this year. 

     Churches also came up with creative ways to pack 

shoeboxes while staying socially distanced.  Calvary Salt 

Lake Church in Utah prepared hundreds of shoebox 

bundles complete with empty boxes, quality gifts to pack 

them full, and instructions coordinating designated times 

for families to pick them up and return them. 

                                                                     Nancy Gillen  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
     We thank you with our whole hearts for the amazing 

response to our 60
th
 wedding anniversary. You sent us 

cards, emails and telephone calls with best wishes.  They 

all were very meaningful. 

     We are very grateful for our Trinity family. 

                                                         Earl and Judy Crotts 
 

 

 

 
From Your  Stephen Ministry Team 

     In the midst of Covid, Stephen Ministry is still 

accepting requests from people in need of care.        

Individuals do not need to be members of Trinity, 

members of the United Methodist Church or members of 

any religious group.   

     If they have experienced any kind of loss or 

experienced a crisis in their lives, a Stephen 

Minister is here to help.   

     Please call Woody Clookie at (910)713-2024 or the 

church office at (910)363 4409 to make a confidential 

request for care. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     I had been teaching my three-year old daughter, 

Catlin, the Lord’s Prayer.  She would repeat after me the 

lines of the prayer. 

     Finally, she decided to go solo.  I listened with pride 

as she carefully enunciated each word, right up to the 

end of the prayer:  “Lead us not into temptation”, she 

prayed, “but deliver us from E-mail.” 

 

 

 

 



 
March Birthdays 
2.  Engle, Samantha 

     McCall, Carol 

     Perry, Linda 

 

3.  Fink, Charen 

     McDavid, Bettie 

     Mullins, Sid 

 

5.  Bell, Layla 

     Rutledge, Brenda 

 

6.  Callis, Derrick 

     Sherrill, Lynda 

 

7.  Edwards, MaryAnn 

     Harmon, Sara 

     Rankin, Bobby 

     Sexton, Raymond 

     Taylor, Dick 

 

8.  Mullins, Sandra 

 

9.  Biskup, John 

     Jones, Scott 

     Kurth, Leo 

     McClure, Gregory 

 

10. Cobb, Bob 

 

11. Hinton, Kay 

      Hutchinson, Payton 

      Jaunzemis, John 

      Murray, Pat 

 

12. Gregory, Jarrett 

      Keziah, Nancy 

 

13. Davidson, Ian 

 

14. Dean, Landon 

      Tisinger, Sarah 

      Westhausen, Gary 

 

 

 

 

 

15. Collins, Laurie 

      Finley, Bill 

      Lee, Barb 

      Nguyen, Luke 

      Simpson, William 

 

17. Burton, Joy 

      Dunn, Pat 

      Patterson, Alex 

      Tewell, Nic 

 

18. Caruso, Vicki 

      Green, Marilyn 

      Simpson, Rochelle 

 

19. Cook, Ann 

      Juda, Katherine 

      Meccarielli, Bob 

 

20. Jenkins, Karen 

 

21. Clewis, Rock 

      Richardson, Xandra 

      Simpson, Cliff 

 

22. Boehmer, Stephanie 

      Graley, Wesley Ann 

 

23. Mitchell, Joy 

      Tisinger, Ben 

      Walker, Geanna 

 

24. Martin, Marion 

      Stanley, Leslie 

      Wiegand, David 

 

25. Harrington, Ashley 

      Hicks, Mark 

      Lupton, Phalha 

 

26. Conroy, Joe 

      Crippen, Sue 

      Huntsman, Jack 

      Mulfinger, William 

      Rogerson, Adam 

 

 

 

27. Briggs, Pat 

 

28. Dunn, Brenda 

      Nicholas, Chris 

      Teague, Bill 

 

29. Bowers, Al 

      Clookie, Nancy 

      Russo, Richard 

 

30. Lewis, Mary 

      Moore, Bronwyn 

      Speer, Steve 

 

31. Bouchard, Phil 

      Cowgill, Sandra 

      Scott, Sam 

      Weaver, Maggie 

 

 


