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Pastoral Reflections  

     Every June and July, I come to the anniversary of my entering ministry and try to spend some time reflecting on 

pastoral ministry.  Every year I am again humbled, fearful and excited.  I am still not sure why God would call me into 

Ordained Ministry.  I still don’t believe I measure up.  I am reminded daily that I fall short.  Yet, this summer I celebrate 

my 35
th
 year of pastoral ministry!  Yes, I was first appointed to be a United Methodist pastor in June of 1986.  I still don’t 

know how this is possible.  Put differently, I have been in ministry well over half my life.  Maybe what that really means 

is that I am getting old!  

     I laugh when I think about those first years in ministry.  I was naïve, lacking in wisdom and knowledge of people, 

organizations, the Word, and the world.  I knew nothing about leading worship, prayer, helping lead committee meetings, 

and, most of all, nothing about preaching.  In other words, pretty much the same way I have felt the past 18 months going 

through the pandemic!    

     My first sermon as an appointed pastor was entitled, “How Big is Your God?”  I preached about Abraham who trusted 

in a Big God who was able to do all things!  I used some quotes from a book by J. B. Phillips called, Your God is Too 

Small and shared with the congregation that God can do infinitely more than we can comprehend, or imagine, through 

Christ. (Ephesians 3:20, Philippians 4:13)  

     There have been a few changes over the last 35 years.  Those first few years, I was using a typewriter, not a computer, 

and telephones with cords that were limited to use in buildings.  If I needed to look things up, I had to go to an 

encyclopedia or the library.  If I was watching something, it was on a television that weighed 300 pounds and I actually 

had to get out of my chair if I wanted to change the channel to watch something else.  Of course, I could go on and on, but 

you know the things that have changed over the years as well as I do.  

     The good news is that God has not changed and the Gospel of Jesus Christ remains forever!  God still loves us 

unconditionally!  Jesus still died on a cross for our forgiveness and salvation and rose again to give us victory over sin and 

death.  The Holy Spirit still works in our lives and moves us to love and live like Jesus.   

     For many, including me, God is still too small!  God’s power to transform and give strength remains!  God is greater 

and bigger than our hearts and minds can grasp.  We serve a BIG God who will help us through every situation and will 

always keep His promises!    

     In my 35 years of ministry, a lot has happened in my life and there have been times when my excitement has waned 

and other times when my faith has soared.   

     As we begin to come out of the pandemic and the significant changes taking place in our world, I still hold fast to the 

greatness of our God. I still believe God is able to do more than we can think or imagine!  I still believe we must continue 

to look to God and trust Him.   

     At the conclusion of the virtual Annual Conference a couple of weeks ago, Bishop Ward re-appointed me to be Lead 

Pastor at this great church we call Southport Trinity UMC!  I remain very excited about our ministry together!  There are 

challenges ahead but God is greater and bigger than we can imagine and will see us through.  God will continue to reveal 

His greatness to us and the ways He will keep His promises.  I am very excited to see how God will move in our midst.                                                                                                                                                     

Pastor Stuart 
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Dear Members of 

Trinity United Methodist Church, 
     Exciting things are happening in caring ministry at 

Trinity!  Woody Clookie attended a weeklong training 

course where he learned how to implement the Stephen 

Ministry system for lay caregiving that’s being used in 

over 13,000 congregations worldwide. 

     To keep this ministry going strong, we need 

congregation members who are willing to answer Jesus’ 

call to be trained as lay caregivers, called Stephen 

Ministers.  This distinctively Christian training includes 

a variety of topics such as listening, assertiveness, 

maintaining boundaries in care giving and grief and 

focusing on how to provide care while God cures. 

     When our new Stephen Ministers complete their 

training, they are commissioned and ready to begin their 

ministry. Working under supervision, these Stephen 

Ministers will be available to meet weekly with people 

experiencing grief, illness, job loss, divorce, relocation, 

and other life difficulties. 

     Stephen Ministers commit to at least two years for 

training, service, and regular supervision.  Many of them 

enjoy their ministry so much that they choose to serve 

beyond the two years. 

     Being a Stephen Minister may be one of the most 

fulfilling and transformative ministries you will ever be 

a part of. You will grow spiritually and gain skills to use 

not only in your caring ministry, but also in your 

everyday relationships with family, friends, neighbors, 

and coworkers. 

     Our next training class begins this fall.  I invite you to 

think and pray about this opportunity.  If you’re 

interested in becoming a Stephen Minister, please 

contact Woody Clookie or Pastor Stuart to talk about 

how you can get started. 

     We are excited to see what God will do in the lives of 

those who join this ministry and those who will receive 

much-needed care. 

                                                                 Yours in Christ, 

                               Pastor Stuart Milton (919) 818-2402 

            Woody Clookie, Stephen Leader (910) 713-2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discipleship News 
     We are delighted to offer the following study for you 

to participate in with other church members: 

"Courage" by Tom Berlin 

Leaders:  Dave and Vicki Caruso 

     This study will consider courage as the foundational 

virtue of the Christian life.  The study will take place 

Wednesday evenings beginning July 28
th

 through 

September 1
st
 from 7:00 to 8:30 PM in Room 213.  You 

may register for this study on the Trinity website. 

     On September 11
th
 and 18

th
, Trinity will offer 

training for small group leaders.  This is open to the 

entire congregation.  Folks interested in leading a small 

group such as a ChristCare group, an e-team, a Bible 

study group or a group centered on a topic of similar 

interest should plan to attend.  You may sign-up on the 

Trinity website or by contacting Debby Surniak at  

910-253-4987 or 703-851-5944 for more information.  

                                            Blessings from Pastor Mark 

 

 

 

 

Practice the Pause 

 Pause before judging 

 Pause before assuming 

 Pause before accusing 

 Pause whenever you’re about to react harshly  

and you’ll avoid doing and saying things you’ll 

regret later. 

 

 

 



Stewardship Moment   
     Thanks to the generosity of our Trinity membership, 

our year-to-date pledged donations are ahead of 

budgeted amounts.  This, combined with other giving, 

puts the Church in a good financial position at the end of 

the second quarter of 2021.   

     Everyone should receive their personal quarterly 

giving statement along with Trinity’s quarterly financial 

statement around the middle of July.  You can also go to 

Trinity’s Church Center web page and see your pledge 

and giving amounts under your profile. 

     Also, please contribute to the Connected Church 

Campaign.  This will greatly assist with updating 

Trinity’s internet and video capabilities. 

     “Each of you must give as you have made up your 

mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to provide you 

with every blessing in abundance, so that by always 

having enough of everything, you may share 

abundantly in every good work.” (2 Cor. 9:7-8) 

                                        Kent Wood, Stewardship Chair 

 

 

 

“Bursting Forth with Christ’s Love” 

Community Outreach…Trinity’s Mission 

Committee 
     As COVID restrictions are relaxed, the Southport 

Oak Island Interchurch Fellowship (SOIICF) is returning 

to our monthly in-person meetings.  Even though we 

were not able to meet in person for many months, we 

met via Zoom and continued our ministries to the 

community.   

     SOIICF churches support the food pantry located in 

Boiling Spring Lakes which provides a variety of food 

each week to those in need.  In addition, home deliveries 

are now offered to folks who are unable to come in 

person.  During the month of April, the pantry served 

281 families (794 individuals) and made 30 home 

deliveries.   

     SOIICF also supports the Human Needs Fund which 

works with Brunswick Family Assistance to provide 

funds to those who need help with rent, utilities and 

other items that cannot be provided by other agencies.  

During May, almost $1100 was provided to four families 

to cover rent, utilities and car repair.   

     SOIICF will also begin providing in-person worship 

services at the Southport Health and Rehabilitation 

Center.  The Annual Interchurch Fellowship Walk is 

planned for October.  During the coming months, 

SOIICF will explore ways to better serve our community 

and Trinity will be an active part of these discussions.  

     Transitional Housing and Homeless Ministry 

reports good news!  Thanks to everyone who has 

continued to circle the Brunswick Partnership for 

Housing (BPH) and the Hayes family in prayer during 

the past months.  We are delighted to report great 

progress on both fronts!  BPH is poised to begin the first 

phase of the transitional housing project which will 

ultimately result in four apartments in the 11
th
 street 

facility.  A contractor has been hired and work should 

begin soon.   

     A UMC Seed grant through Trinity UMC has been 

awarded that will provide funds to support a part-time 

position devoted to recruiting and training volunteers to 

work with the families served with transitional housing.  

There will be many opportunities for service during the 

coming months.    

     The Hayes family project has moved slowly, but we 

recently received the building permit and approval for up 

to $50,000 in funds to purchase building materials for 

the new home.  Construction should begin soon!   

     Winter Sheltering provided more than 450 nights of 

shelter at a cost of more than $8000 which was provided 

by churches of the SOIICF as well as others in the 

county.  Over $6000 of food cards were also distributed 

during a five month period.   

     Please continue to circle all of Trinity’s ministries in 

prayer.  

     Becky Felton, Chair of Trinity’s Mission Committee 

 

 

 
     I want to thank all on the Meal Train and 

Compassionate Care Committee (under the auspices of 

Meg Dellinger) for helping me out during my recovery 

in May from Rotator Cuff Surgery.   

     Specifically, thanks to Bob Ames, Charles 

Christianson, Nancy Christianson, Sue Crippen, Linda 

Jenkins, Lydia Kelso, Gloria Loehr, Allie Lull, and 

Joyce Nielson.   

                                                                        Thank you, 

                                                             Fran McGaughey 



 
Compost - What is it?  What good is it? 

     I watched my father cut banana peels into little 

pieces, take the pieces and the used coffee grounds 

outside to put around his vegetables and flowers.  I was 

young and didn’t understand why he did that.  Now I 

know he was using them to enrich the soil.  Today this is 

called composting.   

     Composting doesn’t have to be a huge home project.  

It can be as simple as my Dad’s method.  There are 

composting containers that can be purchased at the box 

stores.  Some are small enough for the kitchen and many 

versatile larger ones are used outside.   

     What can you compost?  Cooked or raw vegetables, 

eggshells, coffee grounds, nuts and seeds are examples.  

Fireplace ashes, shredded paper, dead houseplants, grass 

clippings and flowers are some other things to be used to 

make compost. 

     Why make compost?  What good is it?  It enriches 

the soil which can improve plant nutrition which 

improves the quality of the produce grown.  Compost 

helps prevent soil erosion which then helps limit runoff 

into streams and muddying the waters.  It reduces the 

need for chemical fertilizers which are also harmful 

when they get into the water supply.  Composting 

reduces the need for irrigation because it helps retain 

moisture in the soil.  Finally, it reduces the amount of 

waste going to the landfill.  Landfills produce methane 

gas which is not good for the environment. 

     Composting is not just for adults.  Involving children 

helps them learn valuable concepts in environmental 

science, agriculture and chemistry.  Once you start 

composting, you become aware of how much food is 

wasted.  This awareness can help households reduce 

their food waste. 

Remember:  Reduce, Recycle, Reuse and Refuse                                                      

Carol Grosbier, Creation Care Team 

 
P.S.  The Creation Care Team has donated 16 LED 

Bulbs, a prayer shawl and homemade bread to Beth’s 

Southport Habitat House.  The Grand Opening was on 

June 17
th
 at her new home.  This is another way that we 

can help someone reduce emissions and save on electric 

bills.  More LED bulbs will be donated to another house 

within the next few months.  

     Our Team has also prepared an informative brochure 

for restaurants and stores.  It explains how to reduce 

single use plastics and become an Ocean Friendly 

Establishment (OFE).  Several restaurants have joined 

OFE and strive to use sustainable products to help save 

our oceans and marine animals.   

     Email Peggy at peg4bells@yahoo.com for more 

information. 

 
 

 

 
 

Doing the Laundry 

     I needed to do the laundry, but then I realized I was 

out of detergent, so I went to write a shopping list and 

realized how unorganized the junk drawer was and 

started checking pens for ink.  

     When I went to toss all the junk, I saw that the trash 

was full, but before I took it out I wanted to get rid of 

old food in the fridge. 

     That’s when I realized a juice jug had leaked so I 

needed to clean it up, but when I went to grab a rag, I 

saw that the pantry closet was a nightmare, so I started 

organizing it. 

     And that’s how I ended up on the floor looking at my 

old photo albums from the 1990s and not doing laundry. 
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July Birthdays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Carolyn Bowers 

 

2. Joe Peck 

    David Reed 

 

4. Myllarra Skylee Bryant 

 

5. Terri Harris 

    Mackenzie LeFevre 

    Cindy Reed 

 

6. Noah Pieper 

    Kathy Yarnell 

 

7. Jim Minett 

    Luke Register 

 

8. Sherry Gibbs  

    Carolyn Hubbard 

    Suzann Jones  

    Vickie Register 

    April Rogerson 

 

9. Laura Pritchard 

    Ron Saathoff  

    Anthony Washington  

 

10. Thurston Caison 

      Bill Dinsdale 

      Gina Oldham 

      Darlene Phillips 

 

11. Maxwell Miller 

 

12. Charlotte Bland 

      Kristie Disbrow 

      Robin Taylor 

 

13. Grayson Adams 

      Jake Cornelius 

      Hunter Smith 

      Elizabeth Smith 

 

14. Gordon Dove 

      Margaret Hayhurst 

      Nancy Simpson 

 

16. Vicki Conroy 

      Laura Hicks  

      John Losch 

      Brenda Quanstrom 

      Aubrey Sherrod 

 

17. Christie Tisinger 

 

18. Pat Lund 

 

19. Stefanie Hubble 

      Marty Loy 

      Nathan Thomas 

 

20. Brandi Kirby 

      Emma Pedone 

      Wyatt Wescott 

 

21. Kamrynn Graley 

      Jack Hamilton 

      Ruby Rogerson 

 

22. Brittany Long 

      Nan Turner 

 

23. Marisa Cowgill 

      Julie Starnes 

      Sherry Wilson 

 

24. Oliver Boehmer 

      Opal Grey Boehmer  

      Jakob Boehmer 

      Wilson Harrison 

      Margaret Holleman 

      Andrew Watkins 

 

 

 

 

25. Jim Board 

      James Bolin  

      Jerry Dellinger 

      Don Hicks 

 

26. Ava Ball 

      Carol Berry 

      Janet Lynch  

 

27. Bev Ertlschweiger 

      Harbor Hughes 

      Teresa Teachey 

 

28. Joseph Slease-Truett   

 

29. Linda Lange 

      Bill McCall 

      Jeffery Register 

      Sydnee Tyndall 

 

30. George Goforth 

 


