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Congregational Study: “Creed: We Believe!” 
 

The contemporary singing group, Newsboys, begin one of their great songs with these words: 

 

“In this time of desperation 

When all we know is doubt and fear 

There is only one foundation 

We believe, we believe” 

 

     Following these opening lines, they sing the words to the great affirmation of faith, “The Apostles’ Creed.” Well, 

perhaps some don’t think we are living in a time of desperation, but certainly many people are living with doubt and fear.  

Violence, division, and uncertainty are the words of the day and this leads many people to have doubt and have questions.  

And, yes, we need a firm foundation upon which we can stand.  The good news is that we have that foundation in Jesus 

Christ and the basic beliefs of the Church which He established as written in  

I Corinthians 3:11 

 

     As we begin a new year, Southport Trinity UMC will embark on a congregational study of the basic beliefs of Christ’s 

Church as contained in the Apostle’s Creed.  One of my personal core values is that, in the midst of a world where people 

are divided, we should focus on those things which unite us.  For over 1700 years, the Body of Christ has always agreed 

on these basic beliefs and many congregations recite the words weekly.  While many things have changed over time, there 

are a few that have remained constant and we can stand on the basics of our faith.  

 

     Our congregational study will include small groups in homes, Sunday School classes and sessions on Wednesday 

evenings.  The themes of the worship services and sermons will revolve around the theme of the Apostle’s Creed.  We 

will also be sending out email devotionals and videos focused on the theme for the week.  

 

    Using UM Pastor Adam Hamilton’s book “Creed: What Christians Believe and Why,” we will look at the foundational 

beliefs of our faith during January and February.  You may purchase a book or find information about the studies in the 

Welcome Center and at our web site.  (You can read more about the studies on another page in this issue of the Trawler.)  

During the series, you may also listen to sermons you may have missed on our web site at: SouthportTrinityUMC.com.  

  

    I am excited about this study and believe it will help you to further understand what followers of Jesus believe and the 

things that unite us as One Body.  I believe our time studying the creed will help us live out Peter’s words, “Always be 

ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you…” (I Peter 3:15) 

 
     It is my hope you will be join one of our small groups, read the book and be involved in discussions as we come to 

understand how we can build our lives on the foundation of Christ.  

                                                                                                                                                           Blessings, 

                                                                                                                                                                   Pastor Stuart 



 

 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast 

     The annual MLK Round-Table Breakfast will be held 

at 8:00AM on Monday, January 21
st
.  This event is 

hosted by the United Methodist Women of our church 

and will be held in Murrow Hall.   

     Tickets for the event will be available for $12.00 in 

the Welcome Center in January.   

     Please join with other churches in this effort to 

celebrate the life of MLK, Jr. and work toward peace 

and reconciliation within our own community.                                  
 

 

 

 

 

   
     Mission statement:  Rise Against Hunger is 

driven by the vision of a world without hunger.  Our 

mission is to end hunger in our lifetime by providing 

food and life-changing aid to the world’s most 

vulnerable and creating a global commitment to 

mobilize the necessary resources.  (Quoted from the 

website)   

 

And, you can help with this RAH misson project at 

Trinity! 

When:  Sunday, February 24
th
 

Time:  1:00PM for set-up 

            1:45PM for filling the bags 

Where: Murrow Hall 

What: Help pack 20,088 meals 

 

***We need volunteers able to lift 50 pounds to arrive at 

1:00PM to unload the truck and set up the tables and 

chairs  

***Other volunteers need to arrive at 1:45PM to sign in 

and do the paper work.   

***Filling the bags will begin at 2:00 PM.  The project 

should be finished by 5:00PM. 

     A sign up board will be set up in early February.  We 

need 100 plus volunteers to help end hunger and fight 

disasters in this country and around the world.   

     Your help is appreciated very much. 

                                                                       Tom Miller 

 
 

 

 
Stewardship Prayer for the New Year 

Loving and merciful God, 

 

You are the Lord of new beginnings. 

 

You sent Your son so that we may begin anew 

 

and enjoy new life in Your Spirit. 

 

Help us to approach this new year 

 

as good stewards of Your abundant gifts, 

 

with an awareness of Your daily presence, 

 

and the obedient spirit we need to be Your 

 

faith servants. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

 

Amen. 
 

 

                        Acolyte Training 
     Acolyte Training for children, 3rd grade and older, 

will be held on Sunday, January 13th at 4:00PM in the 

sanctuary.  If you are interested, please contact Sherry 

Gibbs at 363-4409, ext 115.    
 

Trinity’s New Members                
     The following folks have recently joined Trinity: 

John and Sherri Fox 

Ann Meccarielle 

Linnea Stanley 

Lance and Debra Tenenoff 

     We are joyful they have joined us! 

 

http://www.riseagainsthunger.org/


 

           Live Oak Tree at Trinity 
     Our beautiful live oak tree, located near the entrance 

to Murrow Hall, was damaged by the strong winds of 

Hurricane Florence.  The tree lost one of its three main 

limbs in the storm leaving two main limbs that were in 

alignment and formed a long, heavy “Y” in the canopy.  

As it was, the tree was severely unbalanced and if we 

had another hurricane or strong wind event, there was a 

real risk that the tree would split down the trunk. 

     After several discussions with Dale Clemmons of 

Clemmons Tree Service and Scott Len, a member of 

Southport’s forestry committee, the three following 

choices were considered: 

1)  Do minimal cutting and run the risk of the tree 

splitting. 

2)  Remove the whole tree and replant. 

3)  Do a severe cut back to keep the main structure of the 

tree and allow the canopy to come back, a method called 

“pollarding”.  

     The decision was made to do the severe cut back to 

remove the weight/risk of splitting issue allowing the 

canopy to refill with suckers.  Today there is no canopy 

and just a basic limb/branch structure left where we once 

had a beautiful tree.  We all agreed this was “worth a 

shot” to go this route to save the tree. 

      The Trinity Trustees want you to know that making 

this decision was not easy.  Our main goal was to save 

the tree and there were lengthy discussions with 

knowledgeable people before the decision was made. 

Given a little time and patience, this tree should 

rejuvenate. 

 

 

        Trinity Puppeteers 
     The Trinity Puppeteers will perform a production 

entitled “Do Something’’ at Wonderful Wednesday on 

January 23rd. 

     There will be an open invitation for youth in grades 

fourth through eighth grade to join the group and learn 

the art of being a puppeteer! 

     Come to Wonderful Wednesday and join us in the 

fun. 

     The group is directed by Joy Mitchell and  

Marj Bornyasz 

Hospitality at Worship Services  
     The Hospitality Team expresses their appreciation to 

all the volunteers who have supplied “refreshments” for 

the 8:15AM and the 9:30AM worship services in 2018.    

     Marty Loughlin (marty28461@gmail.com), 

coordinator at the 8:30 am service and Diane Haddon 

(dkhaddon3@gmail.com), coordinator for the 9:30AM 

service are looking forward to hearing from you to help 

fill in the 2019 calendar.  

     The 2019 calendar is wide open for volunteers. 

                                                                  Diane Haddon 

 

 

 

          Winter Nights Sheltering 
     For the past three years, the Southport Oak Island 

Interchurch Fellowship has worked with Brunswick 

County Streetreach to provide shelter, meals and support 

to individuals and families who need emergency shelter 

in the cold months.  Every year the ministry has 

expanded. 

     This year’s sheltering has already begun and will 

continue through January and February of 2019.  This 

ministry is a line item in the Mission budget which 

means that your contributions to the General Fund at 

TUMC will be used to support these folks in need.   

     TUMC is sponsoring the week of January 27
th
 

through February 2
nd

.  We will need folks to prepare and 

deliver meals to the motel on Oak Island.  If you are 

interested in helping with preparing and/or delivering 

meals during this week, please contact Becky Felton at 

910-617-6862.   

 

 

 

Children’s Bibles                    
     The following children each received a NIRV 

Adventure Bible for Early Readers at a recent worship 

service. 

     They are: Layla Bell, Eli Caban, Jack Spencer Jacob 

Cribb, Jack Jones, Maddox Kirk, Clare McPherson, 

Porter McPherson, Avea Spencer and Finley Zeron. 

     We wish them many blessings in their Christian walk. 
 

mailto:marty28461@gmail.com
mailto:dkhaddon3@gmail.com


Extravagant Generosity 

2018 Financial Review         
     As we approach a new calendar year and another year 

serving our Lord, I would like to review 2018 with you.   

     First, a review of our giving.  Never before has the 

generosity of Trinity been more extravagant.  Giving has 

surpassed all previous years and while final numbers are 

not in yet, giving will certainly surpass $1,000,000 in 

total giving.   

     Second, how did your giving serve others?  We could 

write a book.  Our 60+ missions account for 

approximately 20% of our budget, another 20% is 

attributable to our worship ministry, 16% to our youth 

and children ministry, 15% toward faith formation and 

13% toward our music ministry.   

     This does not include the nearly $150,000 additional 

principal payments made on our mortgage loan.  We, as 

a church, are moving closer to being debt free.   

     I am so proud of the work being done by the 

members of Trinity and so proud to be a part of it.  Our 

blessings are His gifts to serve others; not just from a 

financial perspective, but individually as we share our 

abilities to serve in His Name.   

          The ministries we share and the talents we 

demonstrate are the work of our Lord and Savior.  Our 

new year will bring forth more opportunities to serve 

and share our blessings in His Name. 

                   Don Collins, Finance Committee Chairman 

 

 
 

 

Thanks to “Together We Care “Ministry 
    We express our heartfelt thanks to the “Together We 

Care" ministry.   

     Members of the church family alerted the team to our 

medical needs for a ramp and we now have a marvelous 

ramp which has made life a whole lot easier and safer for 

us.  The crew, David Cather, Don Hicks and Tom Lacey, 

completed the task in two days in a very professional 

manner.   

     Our handyman angels are great! 

                        Blessings to all, Joy and Chuck Fletcher 
 

 

Creation Care                             
     New Year’s Resolutions?  Usually we focus on a list 

of things we want to change about ourselves. 

Have you thought about making a list of changes you 

can make to improve the environment?  

     In future Trawler articles, we will be sharing ideas 

that will assist you in answering the above question. 

                                      Nancy Keziah and Becky Felton 
 

 

 
Trees of Hope 

     Trinity received 78 gift tags, with the Christmas 

wishes of children and adults, from Brunswick Family 

Assistance. 

     All the gift tags were taken from the two trees and 

presents were returned to fulfill the wishes. 

     Thank you for providing Christmas for 78 people. 

                                    Brenda Holt & Earlene Campbell 

 

 

                    Walk for Hunger          
     In October 2018, twenty-five Trinity members joined 

with folks from other churches of the Southport Oak 

Island Interchurch Fellowship to “Walk for Hunger”.   

     We were supported by many of you who made 

contributions and TUMC raised over $2,000 of the 

almost $12,000.  This will be used to support our local 

Food Pantry as well as international relief efforts 

through the Church World Service.   

     Thank you to everyone who joined “Team Trinity” 

for this event.                                               Becky Felton 

 

 

 
 



 
Confirmation Classes Coming Soon 

     Confirmation classes will be held on Wednesday 

evenings from 6:00 - 7:30PM beginning Wednesday, 

February 6
th

 and continuing through May 1
st
.  

Confirmation Sunday will be May 5
th

.  For students who 

regularly participate in CORE, confirmation will become 

your breakout small group during these weeks.  You will 

return to your regular group upon completion of 

confirmation. 

     What is confirmation?  For a little more information, 

I looked at the UMC website.  Here’s how they describe 

it… 

Many lifelong United Methodists have fond memories of 

their confirmation class. Sometime during adolescence, 

they met with a group of their peers, some adult leaders, 

and their pastor. They may have gathered weekly in the 

church basement, during a youth Sunday school class or 

maybe for a weekend retreat at a campground.  When the 

classes were complete, they then stood before their 

congregation, where the pastor and others put their 

hands on them while a blessing was said.  

     Although confirmation is not a sacrament in The 

United Methodist Church, it is an important marker 

along our spiritual journeys.  At baptism, we are initiated 

into the new covenant in Jesus Christ and membership in 

the Church, Christ’s body in the world.  For many, this 

happens when they are very young.  We recognize 

children are members of their human families, but no 

one expects them to clean their rooms or empty the 

dishwasher until much later.  

     In the same way, “baptized infants are members of 

the Church—the family of faith—but are not yet capable 

of sharing everything involved in membership.”  “By 

Water and the Spirit,” The United Methodist Church’s 

official statement on baptism, teaches that confirmation 

is an opportunity to respond to the grace of God 

available to us, as acknowledged in baptism, and to 

promise to live as a person of faith.  “What God offers 

us must be accepted in repentance and faith.”  This is 

what your Baptismal Liturgy states, “Confirmation and 

reaffirmation are our responses of commitment, 

profession of faith, and rededication.” 

     Confirmation is not a destination.  It is more of a 

“way station”, a place where we renew our commitment 

to the journey we have been traveling under the care of 

others.  “It is the first time that persons publicly declare 

their intention to live out the vows of the baptismal 

covenant.”  

 

      Burton-Edwards teaches, “It is not intended to be the 

last time.  It’s just that confirmation is the label we put 

on the first time.”  It is also a time for a congregation to 

celebrate their young people’s commitment to “live as a 

faithful disciple of Jesus Christ” and to renew their own 

commitment to do the same. 

     In many United Methodist congregations, preparation 

for confirmation begins when youth enter their middle 

school years.  The middle school years (6th-8th grades) 

are when young people begin to move from concrete 

thinking to abstract thinking and is when many people 

begin to make lifelong faith decisions.  During these 

middle school years, youth are seeking a sense of 

belonging.  Belonging to the community of faith is an 

appropriate response to that developmental task. 

     What about specifically at Trinity?  At Trinity, 

children meet as a group with our pastors as well as an 

adult mentor specifically assigned to them.  They will 

learn about what it means to be a disciple of Christ as 

well as what it means to be specifically United 

Methodist.   

     We do not set a specific age, but rather let you, as a 

parent, make the decision about when your child is ready 

and willing to participate.  The class is geared toward 

middle school age and older.  At the end of the classes, 

the students stand before the church at their choice of 

which service, and confirm their decision to “faithfully 

participate in the ministries of the church by their 

prayers, their presence, their gifts, their service, and their 

witness. 

                                                                    Amy Edwards 

 

 

 

 
 

The New Year 
     The man who goes into the new year without 

some priorities governing his life and without some 

principles guiding his behavior, is prey to the 

tempting, unimportant and destructive things in life. 

     The new year is an opportunity to sort out the 

useless tasks and plan for the important; to review 

the failures and resolve to be successful; to take an 

inventory of causes and pledge life to purpose and 

service.  These being done, the new will truly be 

new, different and better. 

 

(C. Neil Strait,The Newsletter-newsletter 

January 1998) 

 
 

 



 

                                                                                The Creed Study 
     It is time to start thinking about joining one of the several small groups or classes for our church-wide 

sermon series study, Creed, by Adam Hamilton, will take place from January 6 to March 3, 2019.  Groups will 

be meeting at the church and in homes.  You decide when and where.  Sign up today in the Welcome Center or 

call the church office, 457-6633.  Need more information?  Please contact Pastor Mark at 363-4409. 

 

Day Starting Date Time Host/Leader Location 

Sundays January 6 9:30 a.m. Doers Class Church Room 202 

     

Sundays January 6 9:30 a.m. Sojourners Class Church Room 

213 

     

Sundays January 6 9:30 a.m. The Challengers 

Class 

Church Room 102 

     

Sundays January 6 10:30 a.m. Pathfinders Church Room 

213 

     

Mondays January 7 7:00 p.m. Host:  Walt & Joan 

Madsen 

4402 Polly Gully Ct 

SE 

St. James 

   Leader: Pastor 

Mark Hicks 

 

     

Tuesdays January 8 10:00 a.m. Leader: Cheryl 

Jones 

Church Room 202 

     

Tuesdays January 8 7:00 p.m. Host: Chap & Di 

Haddon 

6105 Turtlewood Dr 

Southport 

     

Tuesdays January 8 7:00 p.m. Host: Joe & Marty 

Loughlin 

Church Room 202 

     

Wednesdays January 9 10:30 a.m. Host: Sam & 

Nancy Keziah 

528 Palmer Dr 

Boiling Spring Lakes 

     

Wednesdays January 9 6:30 p.m. Leader: John 

Losch 

Church Room 202 

     

Thursdays January 10 2:00 p.m. Host: Steve & 

Cathy Danford 

1138 E. Boiling Spring 

Rd 

Boiling Spring Lakes 

     

Thursdays January 10 6:30 p.m. Host: Sam & Gayla 

Scott 

Church Room 202 

Thursdays January 10 7:00 p.m. Host: Al & Linda 

Dooley 

3649 Players Club Dr 

SE 

St. James 

     



 

 
 

January Birthdays 
1.  Tenenoff, Savanna 

 

2.  Cleary, Joe 

     Kassler, Barbara 

     Riccie, Ernie 

 

3.  Fletcher, Chuck 

     Spruill, Aiden 

 

4.  Reaves, Gary 

 

5.  Allen, Judy 

     Bauman, John 

     Fox, John 

     Kirkwood, Leslie 

     Marks, Karen 

     Stancil, Jason 

     Taylor, Karl 

 

6.  Bines, Bill 

 

7.  Davis, Bill 

     King, Ted 

     Spivey, Daralyn 

 

8.  Shoemake, Terry 

 

 9.  Bonney, Emily 

      Pollard, Linda 

 

10. Keziah, Sam 

      Millard, Daniel 

 

11. Pethe, Joan 

      Slease, Dick 

      Tewell, Melanie 

      Williams, Joan 

 

13. Albertson, Donna 

 

14. Hicks, Sarah 

      Honore', Carolyn 

      Huber, Ken 

 

15. Atkinson, Rick 

      Flanagan, Linda 

 

18. Damstrom, Gail 

      Edwards, Anna 

      Rueckel, Nan 

 

21. Patterson, Jack 

 

22. Ames, Bob 

      Glosser, Tom 

      Morris, Carolee 

      Plassman, Celeste 

 

23. Hubbard, Ray 

 

24. Bornyasz, Marge 

      Hendrickson, Dan 

      Kumnick, Betsy 

      McFarland, Jack 

 

25. Ingalls, Peg 

      Reaves, Brianna 

 

26. Sherrod, Andrew 

 

27. Allardyce, Annette 

      Bartlett, Gail 

 

28. Thede, Merv 

      Hrabica, Jerry 

 

29. Danford, Cathy 

      Randolph, Eloise 

 

30. Hall, Margie 

      Poole, Mary Ellen 

      Slease, Nicholas 

  

 


