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Decisions, Decisions, Decisions                                                                   
     A while back, I was speaking with a mother whose son is in college.  Of course, I asked her if he had declared a major 

and, yes he had recently decided and she was grateful.  I’ve asked that same question to many parents over the years, but 

it struck me differently this time.  I realized it isn’t just a question for young adults who are trying to decide what to do 

with their life.  Each of us must answer that question on a regular basis.  What are we majoring in?  Put differently, as we 

walk these days God has given us, what are our priorities?   

     The Bible encourages followers of Christ to stop and examine their lives.  In a world full of choices, it is very easy to 

get “off course”.  It doesn’t take much for us to begin to place more emphasis on the “things of the world” rather than “the 

things of Christ and His Kingdom”.  Examination of our lives is crucial to our spiritual growth and maturity.  So, here are 

a few suggestions to help you think about your major.   

     First, look at your calendars and schedules and take inventory of your time.  We are all busy, no doubt about that.  We 

have full days and lots to do.  I haven’t met very many people in recent years that have much extra time on their hands.  

Yet, sometimes it is important to examine our commitments and ask God if there are areas we need to change. We may 

need to let go of some things in order to devote more time to other things.  Annie Dillard said, “How we spend our days 

is, of course, how we spend our lives.”  I have told myself, and many others over the years, that if we don’t have time for 

God, including worship, bible study, prayer and fellowship, then we are simply too busy.  Simplifying our lives 

sometimes comes with a cost.  Of course, there are many things we cannot give-up, but as we seek God first, then God 

may lead us to make some changes in our commitments.   

     The second place we can look to determine our major in life is our bank statements and checkbooks.  Now, some will 

say, “the preacher’s gone to meddlin’ now.”  Of course, that’s not really what I’m trying to do.  However, it is my 

responsibility to point people towards maturity in Christ and while on earth, he spent a lot of time talking about money.  

How we are spending our money helps us determine our priorities.  Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart 

will be also.”  It is a blessing to be able to mention this at a time when church giving is very good.  Giving is not so much 

about the needs of the church, but our response to God’s gracious gift to us in Christ.  As we give, we are sharing our 

gratitude to God and placing trust that God will take care of our needs.  

     A third, and somewhat more subjective area we must examine, is our thoughts and our attitudes.  St. Ignatius of 

Loyola, a great Saint of the Church, taught his followers to reflect twice daily (noon and bedtime) on their thoughts and 

attitudes through a Prayer of Examen.  He believed that only in looking at our thoughts, attitudes, and actions will we be 

able to change our lives and become more Christlike which is ultimately the goal of those who desire to follow Jesus.  For 

example, are we more judgmental or condemning? 

     Of course, to some extent we are all majoring in a number of things.  Each of us must give attention to family, work, 

spiritual lives, recreation, etc.  Ultimately though we are called to, “Seek first the Kingdom of God and His 

righteousness.”  The Bible is clear that the one thing worth majoring in life is being a disciple of Jesus Christ. Everything 

else will fade.  Yet, majoring in Jesus gives abundant life!! 

     So, what are you majoring in?   

                                                                                                                                                                See you on Sunday, 

                                                                                                                                                              Pastor Stuart 
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Compassionate Care Ministry 

     Compassionate Care Ministry is working to ensure 

that all of Trinity’s church family needs are being met 

appropriately, timely and with simplicity.  This new 

ministry does not replace any existing ministry or group 

and their current functions.  By making just one call or 

sending one email, the Compassionate Care Ministry 

Teams will fulfill the request.  

     Three Teams make up the Compassionate Care 

Ministry: 

Care Team:  Co-Chairs Meg Dellinger and Kelly 

Jordan will fulfill requests for meals, transportation, 

handyman assistance and medical equipment loans. 

Visitation Team:  Co-Chairs Vicki Conroy and Marisa 

Cowgill will fulfill requests for visitation of church 

members in their homes, at rehab facilities and nursing 

homes.  

Hospital Team:  Co-chairs Celeste Plassman and Pam 

Hicks will fulfill requests for pre-surgery prayer & 

conversation, be with families during surgery, post-

surgery follow through and visitation in hospitals.  This 

team provides pastoral support to and in conjunction 

with all pastors. Pastor Stuart and Pastor Gary will 

continue their work as usual.  

     The three Compassionate Care Teams work together 

through close communications.  The teams’ effective 

distribution of services is only as good as the flow of 

information and requests coming into CCM.   

     If someone is suddenly taken to a hospital, is sitting 

at home unable to cook, can no longer drive to a doctor’s 

appointment, is alone and could use someone to come 

and visit, Compassionate Care Ministry needs to know.  

Passing along requests for needs or information is 

critical. 

     How do you pass along needs, concerns and 

information?  You have two options. 

Call: 910-457-6633, ext. 107.  This is a dedicated, 

confidential phone line for CCM. 

Email:   spttrinityccm@gmail.com.  This is a 

dedicated, confidential email for CCM. 

     This ministry will not succeed without volunteers.  

Volunteers will always be the core of any church-wide 

ministry such as this one.  Please sign up to become 

part of this ministry. 

     “Each of you should use whatever gift you have 

received to serve others, as faithful servants of God’s 

grace in its various forms.”   1 Peter 4:10 

 
New Church Photo Directory 

     This is a heads up that Lifetouch Studio will be 

taking photos in late August and early September of 

everyone attending Trinity for our new church photo 

directory.   

     Every family, of one or more, will receive a free 8” x 

10” photo, a copy of the directory plus access to it 

online.   

Appointments will be available to schedule online or at 

church on Sundays in July. 

     This is a big undertaking and many volunteers will be 

needed to help with this project  

     More information will be forthcoming in the Sunday 

worship bulletins and Trinity emails. 

                                                                        Lydia Kelso 

 

 

 

 
Prayer Focus for the Month of June 

     Do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let 

them slip from your heart as long as you live. Teach 

them to your children and to their children after them.                           

Deuteronomy 4:6 

     The promise is for you and your children and for all 

who are far off, for all whom the Lord our God will call.  

Acts 2:39 

     How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, 

that we should be called children of God.   1 John 3:1  

 

 Pray that our children will grow in knowledge 

and love of Jesus as they attend Vacation Bible 

School, Sunday school, youth activities and 

Core. 

 Pray for our graduates; for protection and 

guidance, as they pursue their dreams. 

 

Prayer is Powerful! 
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The Youth of Trinity 

    Although activities are winding down for our Youth 

Ministry for the year, this is a very important month for 

several of our youth.   

     This year we will see eight of our youth graduate 

from high school.  All of them have been very active 

throughout our church during their years here.  It will be 

so exciting to see where they are headed in the next 

chapter of their life. 

     Here is where you may have seen them during their 

school years at Trinity: 

 Danielle Buchanan:  When Danielle arrived at 

Trinity she quickly jumped right in.  She has 

been on the youth worship team and has played 

piano and helped turn pages for Pianist Cathy in 

the sanctuary.   

 Hogan Disbrow:  It was always fun to watch 

Hogan interact with the children.  At VBS and in 

Sunday School, the kids came to love him as he 

led and served wherever Sherry needed him (and 

I won’t tell, but he loves them, too.). 

 Sam Guyton: Sam has been a member of the 

Believe Worship Team since it started.  Every 

other week you can find him behind his guitar 

helping to lead worship. 

 Danielle and Gabi Hitchcock:  Many events in 

the kitchen would not be complete without these 

two.  They have helped quietly behind the 

scenes for many meals and have helped serve for 

Vacation Bible School for years. 

 Savanna Tenenoff: Savanna has represented the 

youth on the Church Council and at the Annual 

Conference Youth sessions for the past several 

years.  When she is not helping in leadership, 

you may find her sitting behind the computer to 

help lead worship. 

 Ryan Tewell:  You may most recently remember 

him as, “John” in the Choir’s production of the 

Living Last Supper, but Ryan has also been 

active in so many other areas in the church.  

From way back helping his mom run the bucket 

band to helping run the Murrow Hall computer, 

Ryan has helped out wherever needed. 

 Ben Tisinger:  Ben has been my problem solver 

for years.  Of course, that sometimes leads to an 

inflatable canoe hanging from the ceiling, but if 

I needed it done, Ben would make it happen. 

 

     Please join us in honoring these amazing young 

adults during the worship services on Sunday, June 3
rd

.  

They will be recognized in the service they normally 

attend.                                                         Amy Edwards 

 
 

Creation Care                                       
     “All creation is the Lord’s and we are responsible for 

the ways we use it and abuse it.” (From the UMC Social 

Principles, Book of Discipline.) 

     Facts: 

 A glass jar can go from a recycling bin to a store 

shelf in as few as 30 days. 

 Over 80,000,000,000 aluminum cans are used 

each year!  Many cans are thrown away instead 

of recycled. 

 Americans use 2,500,000 plastic bottles every 

hour and MOST are not recycled. 

 500 million plastic straws are thrown away 

daily.  Ocean waves are depositing plastic straws 

on shores in many places.  If you need a straw, 

take your own paper straw.  They can be 

purchased online or in a party/paper goods store. 

Recycle/Reduce/Reuse! 
                                                                    Nancy Keziah 
 

 

 

 
Attention Women of Trinity 

It’s a Salad Supper! 

     The spring quarterly meeting of the UMW on 

Tuesday, June 5
th

 at 5:30 in Murrow Hall will feature a 

salad supper.          

     The speaker for the evening is Val Elliot Shepherd.  

Her parents were missionaries in South America.  Her 

mother brought the Gospel of Christ to tribesmen who 

had killed her father and is well known for being the 

author of Christian books. 

   This event is open to ALL women of Trinity. For 

planning purposes, please register in the Welcome 

Center.  
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Stephen Ministry   
     “When we honestly ask 

ourselves which person in our 

lives means the most to us, we 

often find that it is those who, 

instead of giving advice, 

solutions, or cures, have chosen rather to share our 

pain and touch our wounds with a warm and tender 

hand. The friend who can be silent with us in a 

moment of despair or confusion, who can stay with us 

in an hour of grief and bereavement, who can tolerate 

not knowing, not curing, not healing and face with us 

the reality of our powerlessness, that is a friend who 

cares.”  
(Out of Solitude: Three Meditations on the Christian Life 

by Henri J.M. Nouwen) 

 

     This quote describes, in part, what Stephen Ministers 

strive to provide to care receivers.  A care receiver may 

be a 30 year old plumber, a housewife or a 60 year old 

executive of a Fortune 500 company.  The person may 

be spiritually empty, an agnostic or full of faith, but the 

place of religious beliefs does not matter in asking for a 

Stephen Minister.  The age does not matter, nor the work 

or status within a community.  What matters is that an 

individual needs someone to talk to and be assured of 

confidentiality, a listening ear and is non-judgmental. 

     Life is often tough, exposing places of pain and 

struggle.  No one need suffer in silence.  No one should 

suffer alone.  Many issues creep or slam into our lives 

and we need someone to walk alongside us and share in 

the pain, loneliness and hurt.     

     Trinity has 22 commissioned Stephen Ministers 

trained and equipped to serve.  Contact any Stephen 

Ministry Leader, or call Leaders Jinny Connelly at 368-

9590 or Pam Hicks at 919-632-8037 to discuss receiving 

a Stephen Minister.  All work and conversations are 

confidential. 

 
 

                        Hospitality 
     Thank you to those that answered the Hospitality 

Team’s request for providing refreshments after the 

worship services.  But, we still need your help.  

     Please see Marty Loughlin after the 8:15AM service 

or sign up at the 9:30AM service to provide treats.  We 

all enjoy the goodies, but the same people cannot do it 

every Sunday. 

     Please help us by volunteering.   

                                                     Your Hospitality Team 

 

Extravagant Generosity–Giving 
     Do you remember our pledge campaign last year 

“Can You 10;” meaning can you tithe (10%) or can you 

increase your pledge by 10% or, if not, can you pledge 

$10 per month?  I can attest that the pledge campaign 

last year was very successful based on our giving thus 

far this year.   

     Giving this year is up by 18% from the previous year.  

This allows us to better serve our community and those 

in need.  This allows us to grow and better serve our 

Lord.  Let us pray that we can continue to grow, not just 

financially, but with our many talents too.  While 

engaging our community and meeting the needs of 

others, we are His instruments.   

     I recently read in the State Port Pilot about Trinity 

United Methodist Men taking on a project to rebuild all 

of the shelves at the Southport Oak Island Food Pantry.  

TALK ABOUT TIME AND TALENT! 

     I hope each of us will take the time, if you have not 

already done so, to offer your skills to help the 

community by responding to our “Time and Talent” 

form offered to you each year.  What better way to serve 

the church.  As Pastor Stewart recently said in his 

sermon, “We are the church” the foundation of our Lord, 

Jesus Christ.” 

     As a footnote, let me make one correction regarding 

my message from last month.  I commented that we 

purchased the new building for $1.8 million and that was 

not entirely correct.  We paid $850,000 for the building 

and borrowed $1.8 million which was used to finance 

the purchase of the new building and pay the existing 

debt on Murrow Hall. 

                                             Don Collins, Finance Chair 

 

 

Thank You                     
     The family of Dan Fink would like to thank our 

wonderful pastors, Amy Edwards and the choir for their 

participation in the Celebration of Life for Dan who 

passed into the Kingdom of Heaven on April 6
th
.  

     We are so fortunate to have such a loving and 

supportive church family. 

                                                                      Charen Fink 
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What Happens When I Give?  
     At a recent Church Council meeting, one of the youth 

representatives, Savanna Tenenoff, thanked Trinity for 

giving her the opportunity to attend Breakaway, ACS 

and Global Missions traveling to DC and NYC.   

     She said, “These events have changed my life.”  

Attending each of these events increased her faith and 

her ability to share it with other youth. 

     Your giving to Trinity is two-fold.  Part of your 

giving funds the programs that host Conference and 

National events for youth (through the apportionment 

giving) and part of your gift funds our church youth 

budget which enabled Savanna to attend. 

     Every time we give back to God, a new story begins. 

                                 Nancy Keziah, Stewardship Chair 

********************************************* 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
1.  Caban, Mark 

 

2.  Furpless, Cathy 

 

3.  Barnette, Lisa 

 

4.  Flanagan, Dwight 

     Suttle, Dianna 

 

5.  Cather, David 

     Truett, Kevin 

  

6.  Jones, Michael 

     Lee, David 

 

7.  Bonney, Kurt 

     Richardson, Caroline 

 

8.  Harrington, Ellie 

     Kelso, John 

     Peterson, Frank 

     Stelzer, Rick 

 

9.  Clary, Judy 

     Jones, Calley 

     Sugg, Zola 

 

10. Howard, Richard 

 

11. Frank, Bill 

 

12. Harris, Carroll 

      Wright, Zella 

 

13.  Williams, Tom 

 

14. Haddon, Chap 

 

15. Bonney, Ethan 

      Gardiner, Bob 

      Oathout, Stan 

 

16. Barnes, Brad 

      Richmond, Bob 

      Tucker, Dan 

 

17. Futrelle, Judy 

      Hrebin, George 

 

18. Christianson, Charles 

      Dosher, Roberta 

      Lange, Steven 

      Wood, Paul 

 

22. Gilbert, Morgan 

      Gouger, Gina 

      Griffin, Judy 

      Kauffman, Kim 

      Miller, Amanda 

      Morhard, Jane 

      Richardson, Wade 

      Terry, Richard 

 

23. Gotwalt, George 

      Thomas, Braden 

 

24. Michalske, Karen 

      Sloan, Diane 

      Whiteman, Glee 

 

25. Breissinger, Christ 

      Bryan, D'Laura 

 

26. Bertz, Sylvia 

      Van Sise, Caroline 

 

27. Jolley, Brandon 

      Nielsen, Joyce 

 

28. Oathout, Kitty 

 

30. Bower, Erna 

      Kumnick, Jim 

      Lloyd, Shelby 

      Noonan, Janice 

      Reebel, Joseph 
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