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It has been a most interesting fall, hasn’t it?  Hurricane Florence blew through in mid-September and then the remnants of 

Hurricane Michael gave us a scare and heightened our anxiety in mid-October.  It hasn’t been easy, but the faithful people 

of Trinity UMC have come together and accomplished great things for God.  We have supported and taken care of each 

other.  We have reached beyond our walls helping those in our community and throughout Brunswick County.  During the 

difficult days, we showed our faith, love, and courage!  Here are a just a few things we were able to accomplish together:   

 

 For about three weeks, in partnership with the Southport/Oak Island Interchurch Fellowship, we served over 300 

meals daily from Murrow Hall. 

 Numerous people, including all ages, spent many hours cleaning yards, cutting trees, patching roofs and helping 

clean out homes that were damaged.    

 We served as a distribution center for people in need, collecting and distributing food, water, cleaning supplies, 

pet food, flood buckets, hygiene kits, first aid kits and other needed items. 

 We housed 25 Red Cross volunteers for 3 weeks, allowing them to have some rest and comfort after some long 

days feeding people throughout Brunswick County.  

 We opened Murrow Hall to our sisters and brothers of St. Phillips Episcopal Church, whose building was badly 

damaged, allowing them a space for worship.   

Honestly, I could go on and on and fill up pages with names of those who helped others.  I am proud to be a part of this 

congregation!  

While hurricane relief took center stage, some of our regular programs had to take a brief recess and a few scheduled 

activities have been rescheduled for later this year or early in 2019.  Thankfully though, most areas of church life have 

returned to some semblance of normal.  Our Wonderful Wednesday meals, programs, and classes are going well. A few 

other highlights from this fall:  

 

 We have 16 children in our Wednesday evening children’s choir. 

 We have 13 people going through our New Members class. 

 Two new short-term Bible Study classes and one new ongoing Sunday School class have recently begun.  

 Our music programs continue to inspire and point us to a great God who remains with us always.   

Our annual stewardship emphasis will resume this month with the theme, Invested.  When we chose that theme early this 

year, of course, we had no idea that a storm would come through and change so much of our area.  Upon reflection 

though, it seems appropriate.  Everything that has happened this year, and especially this fall, shows that we are totally 

invested in building the Kingdom of God in our community.  We are invested in taking care of each other!  We are 

invested in young people!  We are invested in growing in our relationship with God!  

     As we move through the month, let us give thanks for the wonderful things God is doing through Trinity UMC.  Again, 

I say, “I am proud to be part of such a caring, vibrant, and faithful congregation!  It is a true blessing to see how we are 

invested in God’s work!  I continue to look forward to seeing how God’s love will burst forth!”   

                                                                                                                                                       With Love and Admiration,  

                                                                                                                                                                              Pastor Stuart 



 
Appreciation Sunday     November 11, 2018 
     On Sunday, November 11

th
, we are offering an 

opportunity for you to express your appreciation and 

thankfulness to someone, or to more than one person, 

who has been a blessing to you.  It can be for what they 

do or something they did or just for whom they are.   

     They can be members of Trinity, friends or family.  

Choose someone special to you, and bless them with 

your gratitude. In this season, we all have much for 

which to be grateful. 

     Here is the appreciation plan… 

 Choose the person you want to thank, affirm, or 

appreciate. 

 Write a simple note of appreciation and tell them 

you are praying for them. 

 Put the note in an envelope, seal it, address it 

and put a stamp on it. 

 Bring it to church on Sunday, November 11
th

 

to be placed in a basket during the worship 

service. 

     Blessings will be offered over the notes.  Following 

the worship services, they will be taken to the post 

office. 

     Please call Jinny Connelly at 253-1214 if you would 

like more information. 

 

 

 

Rescheduling Photo Appointments 
     Hurricane Florence created a big gap in our new 

church directory photography sessions.  If you had an 

appointment for your photo to be taken September 18
th
 – 

26
th
 and have not rescheduled a new appointment for 

November 6
th
 - 10

th
, we urge you to do so. 

     You can do this online by clicking the photography 

link on the church website or by calling Lydia Kelso at 

253-6135 for a new appointment. 

     If you did not make an appointment, but are now 

available to schedule one with these new dates, please do 

so. 

     If you attend Trinity, we want you in our new 

directory! 

Everywhere Prayer                       

                    Up-Out-In-Down-All Around 
Up: Looking up to God, pray, “Lord, help me to grow 

close to You and serve You better.” 

Out: This speaks to having stronger relationships with 

others.  Pray, “Lord, help me to build strong friendships 

with people in my school, church, work, and 

neighborhood.” 

In: This direction speaks of the inner life.  Pray, “God, 

help me to be brave, wise and caring.  I want to be a 

great follower of Jesus and a great lover of people.” 

Down: This speaks of people who are hurting, 

oppressed, or poor.  Pray for justice, compassion and 

mercy for those among us. 

All Around: This refers to the world.  Pray, “Lord, let 

your love and blessings touch the world through me.” 
                            (Source: Focus on the Family Oct/Nov 2018) 

                                                 From the Prayer Ministry 

 

 

 

 

                    Stephen Ministry  
     Our church family, friends and neighbors were hit 

hard by Hurricane Florence.  This storm has touched the 

lives of thousands of people and everyone now is in the 

process of some form of recovery. 

     When strong storms affect our lives, we may benefit 

from finding someone to talk with, to listen to the 

suffering brought on from sudden change and loss, while 

seeking hope and encouragement.  

     Stephen Ministers are available to you now.  They are 

specially trained lay ministers and all conversations and 

work they do is confidential.  

    This hurricane recovery will take a very long time.  

The need to talk may be today or weeks from now.  

     Do not suffer in silence.  Do not suffer alone.  Let us 

all embrace our struggles together and walk with one 

another through our times of storms.   

     Contact Stephen Ministry Leaders Jinny Connelly at 

910-368-9590, or Pam Hicks at 919 632-8037 for 

information. 

 

               

 

 



Extravagant Generosity 

 
Stepping Up to the Plate 

     WOW!  What can I say?  September has come and 

gone and so has Hurricane Florence.  How blessed we 

are to have a community that comes together to help and 

give back.  We have so many to thank.  I cannot begin to 

name our heroes…there are too many, but the job was 

well done.   

     It is not over, but Together We Can, as our 

neighborhoods and community continue to recover.  

Some have been hurt more than others, but this is what 

brings us together.  People have shown resilience 

through their patience and willingness to help.  All of 

this has generated some compelling stories in our 

newspapers and media.  God bless each church member 

and God bless this church and God bless this 

community. 

     As you may have heard, our Stewardship Campaign 

found it necessary to revise its campaign calendar into 

November.  Please take time to reflect on how you can 

invest in Trinity through your time, talents and 

resources.   

     Let me highlight one of our many missions I am very 

proud of.  Together We Can is an excellent way to help 

in serving our Lord particularly after our recent 

hurricane.  

     What is Together We Can?  It is a new Temporary 

Restricted Fund established this year by a church 

member.  The purpose is to reach out to those in need, 

not just within our church, but throughout the entire 

Brunswick County.  Funding has provided for the 

purchase of a trailer, equipment and supplies.  Since the 

departure of Florence, this mission has addressed the 

needs of over 30 citizens.  (Please read the detailed 

article on this mission on page 5.) 

     The work is performed through our United Methodist 

Men.  All work is approved by our Missions Committee.  

Work can be as simple as yard work that cannot be done 

by the owner to building ramps for those who are 

disabled.   

Recently, extensive shelving and benches were built for 

the Southport-Oak Island Food Pantry.   

     Your help is always needed, whether personally or 

financially.   

    You can help financially with your gift to this 

restricted fund by indicating “Together We Can” on the 

memo section of your check.  Please contact Don Hicks 

or Larry Burnett for more information.   

     I am also happy to talk with you if you have any 

additional questions. 

     Thank you for reinvesting and returning some of 

God’s blessings. 

                             Don Collins, Financial Chairman 

 

 

 

Introducing the Trinity Library 
     Are you familiar with our Trinity library?  It is 

located on the second floor near the elevator.  Come and 

explore it!  See what you have been missing.   

     There are books on most subjects, including a nice 

selection of fiction and DVDs.  There is a variety of 

devotional material.  Those going on the Holy Land trip 

may enjoy the books focusing on that location.  There 

are biographies, many helpful aids to live a Christian 

life, how-to books, children’s books, books on tape and 

music.  

     There are many interpretations of the Bible.  Perhaps 

your personal Bible is worn and ready for a replacement 

or you would like to try a different interpretation.  There 

are two shelves of extra Bibles that you may choose one 

to keep.               

     Want to take a book home?  Just sign the card in the 

book and leave the card in the basket by the door.  

Please return the book to the basket in about three 

weeks. Enjoy!                                              Jane Kee 

 

               

                           Advent Study 
     What gifts will you give this Christmas?  Join us for a 

four week Advent Study, Christmas Presents That 

Won’t Break, by James Moore and Jacob Armstrong.   

     This Advent journey explores the true spirit of 

Christmas.  Let us reflect on the unbreakable gifts that 

God has given us: hope, love, joy and peace.  And, 

remember God’s greatest gift, Jesus Christ, who came to 

us as a baby and leads us through the days of our lives.   

     The study is video and discussion based and will 

meet Tuesday mornings from 10:00AM to noon, 

November 27
th
 to December 18

th
 in room 203. 

     Please contact Cheryl Jones at 

CherylRJones@atmc.net for information and to register. 

mailto:CherylRJones@atmc.net


 

     Our Stewardship Campaign is a tool we use to build 

understanding of the mission and ministry needs of 

Trinity UMC.  Our pledge demonstrates our 

commitment to meet the financial obligations of our 

church for 2019, so we can invite and equip all to follow 

Jesus Christ in the transformation of the world.   

     We believe that generosity is an essential part of 

discipleship.  Be an “investor” in Trinity by your 

prayers, your presence in worship, your financial 

commitment by returning a completed pledge card for 

2019 AND your service by returning a Time and 

Commitment form.   

     If you have any questions concerning Trinity’s 

budget, please contact Don Collins at 

greenmolly@aol.com or at 253-0726 or 910-880-1071.  

      If you have any other questions, please contact 

Nancy Keziah at nkeziah@ec.rr.com or at  

910-520-7292. 

    

Holy Land Trip                    
     Registration is now open for Trinity’s trip to the Holy 

Land and the Oberammergau Passion Play with travel  

June 1-13, 2020.  Pastor Stuart will be our host, leading 

our prayers and devotions at all the special places we 

will visit.   

     EO Travel, the nation’s leader in faith-based travel, is 

the tour company that will provide our guides, hotel 

accommodations (3 hotels), itinerary, travel 

arrangements, etc.   

     The cost of the trip is $4598 per person and includes 

international airfare.  This fee does not include our 

airfare to New York, travel insurance, lunches and meal 

beverages, gratuities for the guide and bus driver and 

baggage fees.  If you wish, you may deduct $1200 and 

make your own airline reservations.   

     The trip brochure with complete information about 

our itinerary and registration is available in the Welcome 

Center and on the bulletin board in the hallway outside 

of Murrow Hall.  

      If you have any questions, please call Lydia Kelso 

(253-6135), Chair of Family Ministries, sponsors of this 

trip.  You are invited to bring your family and friends 

along with you. 

 

2018 White House Christmas Ornament 
     The Susanna Wesley Circle is continuing their annual 

sale of the White House Ornament.  The 2018 Christmas 

ornament honors Harry S. Truman, the thirty-third 

president of the United States.  This ornament is 

designed to illustrate three significant changes made by 

President Truman during his administration, one to the 

Presidential Seal, and two to the White House itself.  

     One side of the ornament features his celebrated 

Truman Balcony, added in 1947–48 to the South Portico 

and the other side features his renovated Blue Room, 

which, like all the rooms of the house, was dismantled 

and rebuilt during the renovation of 1948–52.  These two 

images represent Truman’s White House alterations and 

restorations, the most extensive work on the house since 

President George Washington built it at the nation’s 

dawning, and Presidents James Madison and James 

Monroe restored it after the fire in the War of 1812.   

     The Presidential Seal, featured at the top of the 

ornament, reflects the design as changed by Truman.  

Originally, the American eagle looked toward its left 

talons, which hold a cluster of spears, weapons of war.  

Truman, in the autumn after he took office, had the seal 

redesigned, turning the eagle’s head away from the 

spears to its right talons, which hold the olive branches 

of peace.   

     To see a picture of the ornament go to the White 

House Historical Society website:  

https://shop.whitehousehistory.org/official-2018-white-

house-christmas-ornament 

     The cost of the ornaments is $23.00 and will be 

available at church in November.  Last year we sold out 

very quickly.  To order your 2018 White House 

ornament, email Vicki Caruso at vcaruso@ec.rr.com.  

All proceeds will go toward the Easter Basket ministry. 
 

 
Thanksgiving is nothing if not a glad and reverent 

lifting of the heart to God  

in honor and praise for His goodness. 

mailto:greenmolly@aol.com
mailto:nkeziah@ec.rr.com
https://shop.whitehousehistory.org/official-2018-white-house-christmas-ornament
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GriefShare…. 
     The holiday season is fast approaching and one is 

likely to experience a jumble of emotions that one needs 

to sort out.  Facing a holiday, after the death of a loved 

one, may be even more difficult than one realizes.  

      GriefShare is a Christian based grief recovery 

support program, supplying one with valuable tips, 

strategies, and encouragement for daily survival during 

the holiday season.   

      The GriefShare, Surviving the Holidays program is 

video based and each person receives a participant’s 

book.   The materials and the  discussion will help one to 

not only survive the Holidays, but to find strength and 

healing to move forward in one’s  daily walk through the 

deep pain of grief.   

     Stephen Ministry will host the Surviving the Holidays 

program on Monday November 19
th

 and on Monday, 

December 3
rd

 at 10:00AM and 6:30PM in room 207 in 

the church.  Each session will feature the same program. 

     Whether your grief is recent or in the past, Stephen 

Ministry will offer you comfort, hope, reassurance and 

healing during the holiday season.  For additional 

information and registration, please contact Cheryl 

Jones at CherylRJones@atmc.net.  
 

“Together We Can”                     
     Hurricane Florence arrived with a vengeance Friday, 

September 14, surging ashore, battering the Southport 

community and the congregants of Trinity United 

Methodist Church.  Many families dispersed to the 4 

winds, evacuating to safer locations in advance of the 

storm while others chose to remain.  The capricious 

storm damaged many homes and businesses heavily, 

leaving Southport without potable water and electricity, 

and cutoff from outside assistance for several days.   

     Trinity’s congregants banded together, led by the 

Missions Committee and the Men’s Ministry, and 

responded to the aftermath of hurricane Florence.  

Aiding those in need with both life-sustaining responses 

and longer-term recovery operations, Trinity gave 

liberally in the best tradition of Methodism. 

     “Together We Can,” the brain child of Jim Meadows, 

was established as an element of the Men’s Ministry to 

assist the community and congregants needing small 

home services.  The previous year (2017), Trinity 

volunteers raised funds and built handicap ramps, 

benches and shelves for the Southport Oak Island Food 

Bank in Boiling Springs Lake, provided spring cleaning 

of yards for those in need and completed small home 

repairs.  In 2018, thanks to a generous donation, the 

Missions Committee partnered with “Together We Can” 

to increase the capacity and capabilities of the program, 

equipping the program with tools and funding to sustain 

this “Home Missions” strategy.  The timely partnership 

was approved by the Church Council and the funding 

stream approved by the Finance Committee in August 

2018, the month before Florence stormed ashore 

confronting Trinity and the community.  Talk about 

God’s timing! 

     What were the results?  What was produced by 

“Together We Can?”  Your generosity, in time, talent, 

and donations, enabled Trinity to minister to over 38 

families in need of recovery assistance beyond their 

capability.  In the three weeks following Florence’s 

initial arrival, an army of Trinity congregants arrived in 

Southport, Boiling Springs Lake, Brunswick County and 

St. James, armed with the tools of recovery, chainsaws, 

rakes, construction materials, hand tools, shovels, 

generators, ladders, wheelbarrows, and power tools of 

every description and condition.  They brought pickups, 

SUVs, trailers and even a 2 door Geo Tracker for 

transportation.  The women, men, and youth of Trinity 

gave of themselves to make “Together We Can” a reality 

to the community.  Old and young, they all rallied, 

ministering to the community with deeds without respect 

to the recipient’s status or culture.  

     “Together We Can” partnered with Bolivia’s Boy 

Scout Troop 102, troopers, parents, brothers, sisters and 

strangers to remove debris and downed trees enabling an 

elderly widow completing cancer treatment to return 

home.   

     Trinity’s volunteers contributed approximately 300 

volunteer hours, aiding young families, elderly, widows, 

the handicapped and community members to remain in 

their homes.  They tarped roofs, removed hurricane 

shutters, dismembered toppled trees and removed them 

from yards and roofs, repaired siding, cleaned and 

transported debris, and assessed damage.  They 

transported prepared food for feeding sites and delivered 

necessities for distribution to the workers and those in 

need.  The youth contributed two days of labor, over 75 

hours, assisting an elderly man in clearing his residence 

of seven cedar trees and transporting the debris for 

removal.  Volunteers worked in the rain, stifling 

humidity and unrelenting heat to minister to others 

including a heart patient returning home and the disabled 

and elderly who were without family assistance. 

     “Together We Can” became “Together We Are.”  

Together, we are greater than any individual, together 

we are becoming a transformed church, together we are 

on a mission of restoration and together we are the hands 

and feet of Christ in our community and beyond.   

     Thank you for your generosity in supporting 

“Together We Can” and for your continuing support.  

     For information, call Don Hicks at 919-632-0013. 

mailto:CherylRJones@atmc.net


 
November Birthdays 
1.  Corrie, Jane 

     Mousley, Pat 

     Murray, John 

 

2.  Eagle, Anne 

     Honore', Jack 

 

3.  Frye, Sherry 

     Walker, David 

 

4.  Collins, Don 

     Hrabica, Ginny 

     McFarland, Sherri 

     Nichols, Sue 

 

6.  Matteotti, Miriam 

     Nichols, Mike 

 

7.  Marks, Bob 

 

8.  Edwards, Guy 

 

9.  Lacey, Peggy 

     Lewis, Gary 

     Wells, Gene 

     Woods, Zach 

 

10. Huber, Carol 

 

11. Cauchi, Jennifer 

      Spiliotis, Peter 

 

12. Wood, Kent 

 

13. Gilbert, Jim 

      Westhausen, Kate 

 

14. Ewan, Buzz 

      Spencer, Ava 

      Weaver, Jennifer 

 

15. Linesburgh, Mary 

      Shaw, Terry 

 

16. Holleman, John 

      Onofrietti, Jean 

 

 

17. Crotts, Earl 

      Devon, Cheryl 

      Dunn, David 

      Eagle, Gene  

      Glosser, Tina 

 

18. Stancil, Jonathan 

 

19. Edwards, David 

 

20. Coombes, Bill 

      Ertlschweiger, John 

      Smutko, Catherine 

 

21. Bertz, Steve 

      Corrie, Bruce 

      Guyton, Tonya 

 

22. Geddings, Ed 

      Loughlin, Joe 

      Wadsworth, Bertie 

 

23. Losch, Mary Beth 

 

24. Huntsman, Christine 

      Jess, Elva 

 

25. Terry, Elli 

 

26. Brown, Jim 

      Jones, Harold 

 

27. Griffith, Linda 

      Jones, Robert 

      McClure, Teesie  

      Wilson, Don 

 

28. Clewis, Barbara 

      Sharer, Gene 

 

29. Gardiner, Alice 

      Jones, Bobby 

      Nay, David 

 

30. Ericson, Betty 

      Kohr, Patricia 

 

 

 

 

 

 


