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     It is hard for me to grasp, but I celebrated my 32

nd
 year of pastoral ministry in June.  I was first appointed to be a 

United Methodist pastor in June of 1986 when I was 23 years-old.  No way!  So that you don’t have to do the math, that 

makes me 55 years old which means I have been in pastoral ministry well over half my life!  Time does fly!    

     During that time, many things have changed.  I did my Seminary papers on a typewriter and my many mistakes were 

corrected by throwing a piece of paper away and starting over!  In those days, all written correspondence had to go 

through the U. S. postal service.  I got the news via newspaper, television or radio and to find a weather forecast I had to 

wait until the morning or evening news.  To do research, I had to check loads of books out of the library and let me assure 

you that theological text books are heavy!  Most telephones had cords and talking into a hand-held device that was carried 

everywhere was something they did on Star Trek.  

     Of course, it is much different today.  If I don’t have my mobile phone within three feet of me I begin to panic.  (Admit 

it, you do as well!)  The 5-6 page paper (also known as a sermon) I write each week is done on a screen and I can erase 

my mistakes with a click of a button and I don’t waste near as much paper.  I check the weather and news any time, day or 

night, and usually know major news events within minutes of their occurring.  I have all the information I could ever hope 

to find at my fingertips any time I need it on the internet and I correspond with people all over the world in seconds.   

     The world has changed dramatically in the religious realm as well.  I believe it is harder to be a pastor today than it was 

then.  There are many reasons, but the changes in culture and the advances in technology make things more difficult.  

When I began ministry, the number of people who claimed to be Christians in the United States was high and steady and 

most people were in church every Sunday morning.  This has all changed in the years since I began ministry. The fastest 

growing segment of the religious landscape has become those who have no religious affiliation, something very rare 30+ 

years ago.  Some pastors and churches are adapting to the changes and are growing.  Many churches are not adapting well 

and are slowly dying.  Estimates are that 65% of churches in the United States are declining which puts Trinity in the 

minority of thriving churches! 

     It would be easy to throw up the hands, get discouraged and feel like the tide of change is too much to overcome and 

quit.  Admittedly, there are times when I have wanted to do just that and I have had more than one friend retire early or 

leave the ministry as the difficulties of being a pastor have escalated.  Yet, as I reflect on my life in ministry and the 

challenges this new world brings, it brings me to my knees with hope and I am reminded of the first sermon I preached as 

a pastor. 

     On June 15, 1986, I entitled my message, “How Big is Your God?” My text was from Genesis 22 where Abraham was 

asked to sacrifice his son Isaac.  The point was simple: Abraham believed in a BIG God who would keep His promises 

and fulfill all He had spoken.  As I write this, I am still touched by and moved by this premise.  I still believe that God is 

bigger than I can imagine and able to do infinitely more than I can comprehend.  The challenges we face in ministry 

together are nothing compared to the greatness of our God!  We serve an awesome God.  

     After 32 years, I am still passionate about the Church and her mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world.  There are challenges ahead of us and it sometimes seems like a daunting task to share the 

Gospel in the new environment in which we live.  Yet, as we step out in faith and follow our big God, we will discover 

that with God, All things are possible!!  

     I have seen a lot of changes these past few years, but God has not changed and on this I continue to stake my life and 

ministry.  We serve a great BIG God and I believe the great things God will do are just beginning! 

                                                                                                                                                     Blessings, Pastor Stuart



 

 

Are You Missing? 
     If you have not made your appointment to have your 

picture taken for our new church directory, we are 

missing you!  Our goal is 100% participation from all 

who are members or are attending Trinity. 

     LifeTouch photographers will be at church on August 

22
nd

 – 25
th

, September 5
th

 – 8
th

 and September 24
th

- 25
th

.   
     You may make your appointment online by accessing 

the link at our church website which is: 

www.SouthportTrinityUMC.org.  First, put in the 

number in your family who will be photographed and 

then fill out your name.  You are then asked to establish 

your own login and password in case you want to 

reschedule your appointment. 

     If you have any problems, please email Lydia Kelso 

at lkelso@ec.rr.com or Christine Huntsman at 

cmhuntsman@yahoo.com.  Leave your phone number 

and we will call you back to schedule your appointment.   

     Help with scheduling is also available at the reception 

desk, in the Welcome Center, on Sunday mornings from 

9:00AM to noon. 

 

 

 
Albertson’s New Phone Numbers 

     Donna and Gary no longer have a land line.   Their 

new numbers are: 

Gary - 910-540-3383 

Donna - 910-540-3382 

 

 

Moravian Love Feast Update 
A Message from the Worship Committee… 
     The Worship Committee at Trinity has been 

evaluating the November and December church calendar 

for 2018, talking to the Trinity staff about their 

schedules during this time and evaluating the availability 

of church volunteers needed to participate in the 

numerous Thanksgiving and Christmas activities.   

     The goal is to offer experiences for worship, 

community involvement and celebrations of the birth of 

Christ that are meaningful and reverent.  In order to do 

so, it is critical to plan for adequate staffing and 

volunteer coverage during these months. 

     This year Trinity’s holiday calendar includes 

Thanksgiving services and music, Meals for the 

Homebound, church decorating for the Advent Season 

(both buildings inside and out), Operation Christmas 

Child, Advent Wreath lighting and readings, children’s 

and youth programs, traditional and contemporary 

Cantatas, a Community Open House, two traditional and 

two contemporary Christmas Eve services, uninterrupted 

Sunday services and, finally, un-decorating the church 

buildings the first week in January.  What a blessing it is 

to have the people of Trinity, staff, members and guests, 

be able to put so much time and effort toward offering 

such a wonderful array of Thanksgiving and Christmas 

blessings.  

     Several years ago the Love Feast Service was 

introduced to Trinity.  With deep ties to Methodism and 

a revered tradition in the Moravian Church around 

Christmas, it has been a lovely and meaningful service to 

a small, but faithful group of worshippers.  We have 

learned that it is a labor-intensive service as it is 

currently organized and has required a major 

commitment on the part of the staff during their most 

labor and time-intensive season.  In addition to the staff, 

many volunteers have freely given of their time and 

talents to make this a beautiful and moving service each 

year as well.     After debriefing the service each year 

and with much prayer and consideration, the Worship 

Committee has decided that the Love Feast, as it is 

currently organized with heavy staff involvement, is not 

a fair additional expectation of the staff’s time during the 

Christmas season.  Based on the evaluation, there is no 

Love Feast Service scheduled for 2018. 

     Going forward, if a Sunday School Class or other 

small or large church group wishes to put on the Love 

Feast Service, members of the Worship Committee and 

staff are more than happy to go over the budgeting, the 

number of volunteers and the activities involved in 

putting on the Love Feast Service.   

     Please prayerfully consider this opportunity.  If you 

have not attended one yet, it is a wonderful service.  

Because there is a cost to putting on this service and we 

are beginning the budgeting process for 2019, we need 

to know that there is interest in continuing this service 

by AUGUST 15
th

, so we can include a line item for the 

Love Feast in the Worship Committee’s budget. 

     Please contact Nancy Clookie, Worship Committee 

Chair, at 910 713-2025 for more information. 

     We so appreciate the efforts of the entire staff and the 

many volunteers who lovingly serve Trinity.  
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mailto:lkelso@ec.rr.com
mailto:cmhuntsman@yahoo.com


Wanted:  Purses                        
     The Marie Royal Circle is collecting your unwanted 

purses to sell at the Fall Festival which is scheduled on 

Saturday, November 3
rd

. 

     Please place them in the box in the Welcome Center.  

Your support is appreciated very much. 

 
 

 

Holy Land 

and 

Oberammergau Passion Play Trip 
     Have you ever dreamed of taking a trip to the Holy 

Land?   

     Pastor Stuart will be leading a “once in a lifetime” 

opportunity to visit the Best of the Holy Land AND 

attend the Passion Play in Oberammergau from June 1-

13, 2020.  We will be traveling with EO (Educational 

Opportunities Tours), the leader in Holy Land tours.   

     We will be scheduling informational meetings in the 

fall, but you may view the itinerary, payment schedule, 

etc. on the bulletin board outside of Murrow Hall.   

     Watch your blast emails, the Trawler and the Sunday 

worship bulletins for further information from Family 

Ministries. 

  

          Unshakable Hope 
     UNSHAKEABLE HOPE:  Building Our Lives on 

the Promises of God  by Max Lucado is a 12- week 

small group Bible Study that begins on Tuesday, 

September 25
th
 from 10:00AM to noon. 

     In this video and discussion based study, Lucado 

reveals how the heroes in the Bible come from all walks 

of life.  Yet, they all put their faith in God’s promises.   

     When we choose to be people of the promise, we 

choose to build our lives on the promises of God, not the 

circumstances of life.   

     Please join us in this inspirational study.   Contact 

Cheryl Jones at CherylRJones@atmc.net for further 

information and registration. 

 

Prayer Focus for August - Families 
     There are many definitions of family – traditional, 

blended, extended and beyond.  The definition of family 

is a group of people who want, as well as choose, to be 

together, embraced by a bond so powerful and strong 

that not even the slightest test of trials or troubles can 

breach…nobody gets left behind or forgotten. 

     We are a Church Family.  We are brothers and 

sisters of Christ and to each other. We have been 

adopted into God’s family. He is our Heavenly Father.  

      “Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed 

in His name, He gave the right to become children of 

God – children born not of natural descent, nor human 

decision, but born of God.”    (John 1:12-13) 

    Pray that families be strengthened, be in safe places, 

be healed in brokenness, restored, and reconciled - that 

love would be at the foundation.  Pray that God would 

be honored and exalted in our family relationships. 

Prayer is Powerful! 
 

Generosity-Life Worth Living    
Last week my wife and I took a trip to Seneca Falls in 

upstate NY.  The drive took us through some beautiful 

parts of this country that we are so lucky to live in.  It 

was a long drive and I was driving a rental cargo van 

with two large signs.  However, the beautiful 

countryside made it a very pleasurable trip and reminded 

us how lucky we are to live in the “good ole USA”.   

     Seneca Falls is the home of the 1946 classic movie 

It’s a Wonderful Life museum and we were delivering 

two signs we discovered from the original movie.  This 

museum is only one of five existing museums in the 

world established for a movie and is the only museum 

that represents a black and white movie, but I digress.   

     If you are not familiar with the movie, I recommend 

watching it as the message is so meaningful to all of us 

even after 72 years.  Each and every one of us is a child 

of God with a meaningful purpose in life.  And as 

Clarence, George Bailey’s guardian angel in the movie 

brings out, we are all important.   

     The movie is a Christmas story, but the message 

relates to our daily lives and how we live.  I get up every 

morning to follow our Lord and Savior as I hope you do.                                                                     

Don Collins, Finance Committee Chairman 

mailto:CherylRJones@atmc.net


 
Report from the NC Annual Conference –  
     I attended the Annual Conference of the NC 

Conference as the elected delegate from Trinity UMC.  

 The conference was held in Greenville, NC, June 14
th
-

16
th
 at the Greenville Convention Center.  

Approximately 2,100 clergy and laity were in 

attendance.  There were many presentations, discussions, 

reports, votes, etc. during the three days.  I am reporting 

on only the most noteworthy topics. 

     I attended a breakout session regarding the 

Commission on A Way Forward led by Rev. Julie Hager 

Love, a member of the commission.  The commission 

has 32 members from nine countries, including 18 males 

and 14 females.  It has had 26 days of meetings over the 

last 18 months as it examines the Book of Discipline 

concerning human sexuality and explores options that 

will help to maintain and strengthen the unity of the 

UMC.  Rev. Love described the recommendations of the 

commission as a product of conversation, study, prayer, 

listening, transparency and trust. 

     Of the three models for change offered by the 

Commission on A Way Forward (The One Church Plan, 

The Connectional Conference Plan and The Traditional 

Plan), The One Church Plan is the model favored by the 

Council of Bishops including our NC Conference 

Bishop Hope Morgan Ward. 

     On or about July 8
th,

 the Council of Bishops will 

release a written summary of the work done by the 

Commission on the three plans.  This summary will 

provide details concerning the deliberations of the 

Commission, the changes each of the plans present and 

the possible impact of each plan. 

     There will be a Special Session of the General 

Conference of The United Methodist Church on 

February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, Missouri where one 

of the three plans or a modified plan will be adopted. 

     The delegates also passed a resolution entitled 

“Protecting Our Children.”  This resolution called on the 

North Carolina General Assembly to enact certain 

measures to protect our children and the general public 

from further gun violence. 

If you have any questions about the 2018 NC Annual 

Conference, please contact me at 910-253-6135 or at 

jkelso@ec.rr.com.                     

                                                    John Kelso, Lay Leader  
 
 

 

Minister of the Earth        
     Mark your calendars for Wednesday, September 19

th
.   

The Reverend Pat Watkins, Minister of the Earth 

representing the North Carolina Conference of the 

United Methodist Church, will share what it means to be 

a caretaker of God’s creation. 

     This presentation will follow the Wonderful 

Wednesday dinner.                                     Nancy Keziah 

 

 

                   Loss of a Spouse 
     Loss of a Spouse is a new video seminar from the 

creators of Griefshare.  This powerful program offers 

widowed people hope and encouragement. 
     Stephen Ministry will host the event on Monday, 

September 24
th

 at 10:00AM and 6:30PM in Room 207 at 

Trinity.  The same program will be offered at both 

times.  This program is open to all in the community. 
     The seminar is video and discussion based.  Each 

participant receives a booklet which includes practical 

strategies, encouraging words and grief recovery 

wisdom. 
     The death of a spouse brings a unique kind of pain.  

Stephen Ministry is here to support and care for you 

during this very difficult time, whether the loss of your 

spouse is recent or over a period of time.   Please contact 

Cheryl Jones at cherylrjones@atmc.net or at 910-264-

3336 for registration and information. 
 

 

 

 
Did you ever notice that when you  

blow in a dog’s face, he gets mad at you,  

but when you take him for a car ride,  

he sticks his head out the window? 
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Annual Pledge Campaign 

     The 2019 Annual Pledge Campaign theme is Invest 

in Trinity.   

     The goal of our pledge campaign each year is to 

assure we raise enough money to keep our church open 

and thriving and to support over 30 mission projects and 

programs, both locally and globally.   

     The campaign includes time and talent information 

that highlights the church and the community service 

opportunities for all.  There will be much more 

information on Invest in Trinity to follow in 

September.   

     Please keep our church in your prayers as we plan for 

2019 and prepare the budget to accomplish Trinity’s 

mission for this place and this time in God’s world. 

                                   Nancy Keziah, Stewardship Chair 

 

 

 

UMW Book Selections      
     Here are some ideas for summer reading.  The 

following books are located on the small cart in our 

church library. 

***MISS BRENDA and the Loveladies by Brenda 

Sahn and Irene Zutell  

     This is a heartwarming true story of “Grace, God, and 

Gumption”.  For Brenda Spahn, entrepreneur and 

businesswoman, wealth was a lifestyle until a brush with 

the law threatened to send her to prison.  In those dark 

moments, Brenda made a promise to God.  Spared 

incarceration, a renewed Brenda glimpsed into the lives 

of women serving time in one of the worst places in 

America- the Julia Tutwiler Prison for Women in 

Wetumpka, Alabama.  With a heart to help and a will 

that couldn't be crushed, Brenda fought the system and 

overcame tremendous obstacles to take ex-cons into her 

own home and help them navigate the alien world of life 

on the outside. 

     Brenda started with six ex-cons and founded the 

Lovelady Center, the largest and most successful 

transitional center for women in the country.  It serves 

450 women and children every day.  She serves as the 

Executive Director. 

     I really enjoyed this book.  It gave me an insight into 

how hard it is for women to be released from prison and 

stay out of trouble.  It is well written, interesting and 

informative.   

***Called to the Fire: A Witness for God in 

Mississippi: The Story of Dr. Charles Johnson by Chet 

Bush 

     As a key witness to take the stand in the trial 

famously dubbed the "Mississippi Burning" case, Dr 

Johnson, a young preacher fresh out of Bible College, 

became a voice of justice and equality in the segregated 

south.  Dr Johnston's story is one of love, conviction, 

adversity, and redemption.  

     I thought this book was very good.  It was interesting 

and informative.  This man had great faith in God for he 

was willing to put himself in great danger to fight for 

justice and equality.   

***Bus to Corinth by Ladine  Housholder 

     Five women journey through Greece to honor the 

memory of a friend and retrace the footsteps of Paul, the 

Apostle during his ministry in Athens and Corinth.  The 

idea was simple enough," see the sights, sample great 

food, and enjoy each other's company.”  However, the 

bus takes unexpected turns and negotiates sharp curves 

and as they study 1
st
 and 2

nd
 Corinthians, the friends 

realize they are changed. 

      This is a book worth reading.  Enjoy the ladies 

journey, see what they experience and learn how each 

one was changed.                             Nancy Gillen 

 

 

                             Today 
This is the beginning of a new day. 

God has given me this day to use as I will. 

I can waste it or use it for good. 

What I do today is important because I am 

exchanging a day of my life for it. 

When tomorrow comes, this day will be gone 

forever, leaving in its place something that I have 

traded for it. 

I want it to be gain, not loss; good, not evil; 

success, not failure; in order that I not regret the 

price I paid for it.  May I have sufficient wisdom 

and courage that this shall be my record for today. 

                                                        (Author Unknown) 

 



 

 

August Birthdays 
1.  Barnette, Joey 

     Gouger, Scott 

     Harmon, Blair 

     Shaw, Helga 

     Styers, Ben 

 

2.  Gillen, Nancy 

     Martin, Don 

     Peterson, Linda 

 

3.  Long, Lexie 

     Long, Michael 

     Neuner, Stella 

     Rouse, Mike 

 

4.  Dellinger, Meg 

     Keresman, Joan 

     Long, Bruce 

     Mundy, Judy 

 

5.  Goldman, Cathy 

     Hicks, Pam 

     Pickler, Jenia 

     Pickler, Ronnie 

     Wyckoff, Beverly 

 

6.  Loughlin, Eleanor 

 

8.  Disbrow, Hogan 

     Richmond, Jo Ann 

 

9.  Damstrom, Ronald 

     Hill, Kay 

 

10. Lowe, Garland 

      Shivetts, Janice 

      Swain, John 

 

11. Cowan, Carol 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. Lull, Allie 

      Michalske, Glen 

 

13. Jolley, Owen 

      Tatum, Roger 

 

14. Arndt, Cindy 

      Bines, Sandy 

      Gooding, Nancy 

      Lupton, Chanthou 

      Stanley, Alexis 

 

15. Bouchard, Alma 

      Hitchcock, Dani 

      Hitchcock, Gabi 

 

16. Lykins, Patricia 

      Wright, Noah 

 

17. Asimos, George 

      Christianson, Nancy 

      Keresman, Matthew 

      Murrow, Jonathan 

 

18. Kelso, Lydia 

 

19. Clewis, Carly Ann 

      Harper, Ginger 

      Kirk, Graham 

      Milton, Teresa 

      Moore, Karyn 

      Slease, Lorelai 

      Thranhardt, Harry 

 

20. Bowers, Edmund 

      Jenkins, Bob 

      Taylor, Lois 

 

22. Dove, Alison 

      Howard, Jayne 

      Rankin, Reid 

      Scott, Gayla 

 

24. Ingalls, Rocky 

 

25. Caster, Gail 

      Hendrickson, Linda 

      Richardson, Spring 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26. Cowgill, Larry 

      Kessler, Caroline 

      Lawrence, Jack 

      LeBosse,Diane 

      Lemons, Harley 

 

27. Hamilton, Dana 

      Smith, Debby 

 

28. Jolley, Lauren 

      Miller, Nicole 

 

29. Enis, Pete 

      Long, Caleb 

      Mousley, Jan 

      Woods, Vivian 

 

30. Cobb, Susan 

      Crotts, Judy 

      Hooks, Patrick 

      Sossamon, Deborah 
 



 


