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     One of the things you may not know about me is that I dislike conflict.  I guess, in some ways, all of us dislike conflict.  However, I 

have learned over the years that conflict and disagreement are an inescapable part of life.  To live in the world is to know areas of 

conflict.  This is as true in the Church as it is in all other areas of life.  

     For many years, the United Methodist Church, to which Trinity belongs, has been embroiled in conflict over human sexuality.  

More specifically, we have been discussing and disagreeing around homosexual or LGBTQI rights.  Most mainline denominations 

have been discussing the issue for years and have not been able to come to an answer to which all faithful people agree.   

     Two years ago, our quadrennial General Conference, in conjunction with the Council of Bishops, formed The Commission on the 

Way Forward.  This group, which included faithful followers of Jesus with very diverse opinions, was established to help the 

denomination determine how we could move forward despite our significant disagreements around this issue.  Since then, there has 

been much prayer, study, conversation and more prayer and discussion on the next steps forward.   

     Three potential models have come from the Commission and a special General Conference will be held in February of 2019 to 

discern the next steps.  The three proposals are:  

     1 The One Church Model places a heavy emphasis on context.  This plan allows United Methodists in different places to make 

different decisions regarding ministry with, or by, LGBTQI persons rather than maintaining a single standard that operates throughout 

the worldwide church.  Each Annual Conference will choose whether they will ordain gay people to Ordained Ministry.  Each local 

congregation will choose whether they will allow gay marriages in their buildings.  Pastors choose whether or not to officiate at gay 

weddings.  Churches can also choose to align with another Annual Conference if they do not agree with the choices that are made.  

This model keeps the denomination together in ministry and mission despite our differences.   

     2. The Traditional Model would keep the current stance of our denomination which is that “homosexuality is incompatible with 

Christian teaching” and LGBTQI people can neither be married in a United Methodist Church nor be ordained to ministry. This plan 

will also put in place certain assurances that local churches, Annual Conferences, Ordained Clergy, and Bishops are held accountable 

if the denominational stance is not upheld. 

     3. Connectional Conference Model would create “Connectional Conferences” based on their understanding of human sexuality and 

theology.  Congregations would choose which Conference to align with based on their theology.  We would be able to continue to be 

in ministry together and there would be a unity based on a central Council of Bishops.    

     Which of these three models will be adopted?  Nobody knows.  I have spoken with people with differing viewpoints and nobody is 

predicting which model has the most support.  It is possible that none of the models will be adopted and a decision will look 

completely different than all of them.  Each of these plans has its opponents and proponents and there are many of us who are seeking 

to bring people together in the midst of serious differences.   

     How does all this affect Southport Trinity United Methodist Church?  Well, until the end of February it won’t affect us at all.  After 

that, it depends on what decisions are made.  Like the denomination, we have committed followers of Jesus who are on all sides of this 

issue.  The Spirit of God continues working in our midst and this won’t change.  We have worked and loved together for years, 

fulfilling the Great Commandment and the Great Commission and fulfilling the vision to burst forth with Christ’s Love for all.  This 

won’t change unless we allow it to change.   

     In last month’s Trawler article, I noted that one of our core values is “Relationships.”  I believe that we can strongly disagree over 

this issue and continue to maintain strong relationships which allow us to love and serve Jesus even as we lovingly discuss 

controversial issues.  In fact, that is my prayer.  

     If you have questions or concerns, I would invite you to speak with one of the pastors and we will do our best to explain further.  I 

would also recommend a book called, “Living Faithfully: Human Sexuality in the United Methodist Church.” It explains the issues 

fairly.  

     While conflict around us is not easy, I believe the world is looking for followers of Jesus who will embrace those who think as we 

do and those who think differently. My hope and prayer for the UMC and for Trinity is that of our founder John Wesley, “We may not 

all think alike, but can we not all love alike?”  

     I hope you will continue to be in prayer for our beloved denomination.  

                                                                                                                                                                                    In Christ, 

                                                                                                                                                                              Pastor Stuart 



 
A Request for Fall Festival Donations 

     The Fall Festival, sponsored by the United Methodist 

Women, will be held on Saturday, November 3
rd

.  We 

are requesting your help by donating the following items 

for us to sell. 

     Re-Gifts…Is re-gifting not your thing?  Have you 

received or do you have brand new items that are taking 

up space and need a new home?  Donate all brand-new 

items including household items, clothing, jewelry, 

books, DVDs, kids’ toys, etc. to be sold at the Hearts 

and Hands Re-Gifting Table. 

     Jewelry…The Susanna Wesley Circle’s New-To-

You Jewelry Boutique will feature all types of jewelry, 

in great condition, and donated by you. 

     Purses and Scarves…The Marie Royal Circle’s 

Accessories Corner will feature your donations of gently 

uses purses and scarves. 

    Please place all clean and gently used items into the 

designated boxes in the Welcome Center. 

 

 

Extravagant Generosity    
     The other day a Trinity member asked me if they 

could continue to contribute to the Building Fund now 

that they had completed their pledge. 

     If you remember, during the summer of 2014, we ran 

a four year Capital Campaign to finance the purchase of 

our Annex at 300 N. Howe Street.  At that time, we still 

had an outstanding balance on the loan for the 

construction of Murrow Hall of around $850,000.  We 

decided to refinance this loan and add the new loan for 

the Annex together for a total of $1,100,000.   

     Well, that Capital Campaign is now technically over 

as of this summer and while we continue to make 

payments on this mortgage, we will continue our 

Building Fund.   

     I thank you for your generosity in recognizing our 

Building Fund.  We certainly are invested and I can 

report that we continue to pay down this debt at an 

accelerated pace.  What started as a $1,100,000 loan just 

four years ago is now $600,000.  I project that this loan 

will be paid in the next 4 to 5 years.  

     And to that I say, “Praise the Lord.”                

                                                                       Don Collins 
 

Flu Shot Clinic at Trinity   
     The flu shot clinic will be held on Friday, October 

5
th 

from 10:00AM to 1:00PM.  It will be held in rooms 

102 and 104 in the Welcome Center area. 

     Please call Tom Miller at 910-253-5768 or at 910-

233-6809.  He will need your name, time you want to 

come and the type of flu vaccine, REGULAR or HI-

dose for SENIORS. 

 

 
 

 

Walk for Hunger – Join Team Trinity 
     For 34 years, the churches of the Southport Oak 

Island Interchurch Fellowship (SOIICF) have joined 

together in an ecumenical effort to raise funds to provide 

basic human needs to individuals in our county.  

     How does the Southport Oak Island Interchurch 

Fellowship provide basic human needs?  Our local food 

pantry, which is operated by the SOIICF, provides food 

to 500 to 600 families each month.  In addition to food, 

many individuals need help with other basic needs 

including housing, utilities, and medical bills.   

     The Human Needs Fund of the ICF provides help in 

emergency situations when no other sources can help.  

When funds of agencies such as the Brunswick Family 

Assistance are depleted, Human Needs funds can be 

used for emergency assistance.  Each year the SOIICF 

joins with Brunswick County Streetreach to provide 

shelter and food to homeless individuals in Brunswick 

County during the winter months. 

     SOIICF is funded primarily by contributions from 

churches, community groups and the annual Walk for 

Hunger which is a major fund raiser.   

     On Sunday, October 21
st
, the annual ICF Walk for 

Hunger will be held and we invite all church members to 

be a part of TEAM TRINITY.  You can sign up to walk 

or simply make a contribution.  Watch for information in 

the church announcements and on the bulletin board 

outside of Murrow Hall. 

     Thank you for your generous hospitality.          

                                                                     Becky Felton 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
     We have been very busy these past few months.  We 

were asked by the Sister at our Honduras Mission 

School, to make teddy bears for our Honduras Mission.  

These teddy bears will be given to the children to help 

alleviate their fears if they are afraid of the dentist or 

doctor at the clinic.  We have already made 110 bears.  

We have also made 200 of the small purses for the 

Christmas Shoebox Ministry. 

     The regular items that we are working on are our 

shawls and prayer pockets.  We have given away over 

2,800 in 11 years.  And, the prayer pockets have been 

flying out of the basket that is located in Murrow Hall.  

We continually need to fill that basket.  We have no way 

of knowing how many prayer pockets have been given 

away, but we estimate over 100,000 in the last nine 

years. 

     You, the congregation, are the financial life blood to 

this ministry.  We depend on you for financial aid to 

purchase yarn and supplies.  These supplies, the letters 

and Angel pins, are included with the prayer shawls 

when given to folks who are in need of comfort and in 

the knowledge that God is with them.  

     When you are able to give financial support, please 

put your gift in an envelope marked Prayer Shawl 

Ministry.  We appreciate your help with this ministry.   

                                                                 Lynda Sherrill, 

                    Coordinator of the Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

 

 

 

Here’s Your Chance… 

Learn About the Holy Land and 

Oberammergau Passion Play Trip 
     If you want to hear more information about Trinity’s 

trip to the Holy Land and the Oberammergau Passion 

Play in June, 2020, join us at Wonderful Wednesday 

dinner on October 10
th

.   

     The Family Ministry will kick off the registration for 

this “once-in-a-lifetime experience”, as Pastor Stuart 

likes to describe it.   

     We will be traveling with EO (Educational 

Opportunities Tours), the leader in Holy Land tours with 

very experienced guides and Pastor Stuart will be our 

host on the journey.   

     Come and hear about our plans and see a short video 

about the places we will visit.  Informational brochures, 

including the registration form, will be available that 

evening.  After the program, the brochures will be 

available on at the bulletin board outside of Murrow 

Hall.   

     Want to save $75.00 per person?  This will be your 

saving if you register by December 31, 1918.  If there is 

room, you will be able to register up to December 4, 

2019. 

 

 
 

 

                 Creation Care 
     I read a story recently about a mission group who 

went to help clean up after a hurricane.  On one of the 

mornings they were picking up litter at a nearby 

beachfront.  One of the questions asked by a church 

youth was, “Why are we spending a better part of the 

day picking up litter and not working on houses?”  The 

leader responded with a reminder that we do it because 

God cares about his creation.   

     Pollution along the waterfront is not good for the 

water, animals or people.  Pollution hinders the ability of 

people and all of creation to flourish in the manner God 

intended. God wants what is best for humans and His 

creation.   

     We have the unique task of reflecting God’s love to 

the world. When we pick up trash, we are removing 

obstacles to the flourishing God desires for each aspect 

of His creation. Every time you pick up litter—whether 

in your own neighborhood or somewhere else—you are 

fulfilling God’s mission here on earth. You can help in 

many ways.  

     On the first Saturday of each month, the Southport 

Beautification Committee has a regular clean-up of the 

community.  Interested? Call 612-202-8541 to get details 

and to be put on the email list.  Additional ways of 

helping will be listed in the next Trawler article. 

                                      Nancy Keziah and Becky Felton  

 

 
 

 

 



 
GriefShare – Surviving the Holidays 

     The holiday season is fast approaching and one is 

likely to experience a jumble of emotions that one needs 

to sort out.  Facing a holiday, after the death of a loved 

one, may be even more difficult than one realizes.  

      GriefShare is a Christian based grief recovery 

support program, supplying one with valuable tips, 

strategies, and encouragement for daily survival during 

the holiday season.   

      The GriefShare, Surviving the Holidays program is 

video based and each person receives a participant’s 

book.   The materials and the  discussion will help one to 

not only survive the Holidays, but to find strength and 

healing to move forward in one’s  daily walk through the 

deep pain of grief.   

     Stephen Ministry will host the Surviving the Holidays 

program on Monday November 19
th

 and on Monday, 

December 3
rd

 at 10:00AM and 6:30PM in room 207 in 

the church.  Each session will feature the same program. 

     Whether your grief is recent or in the past, Stephen 

Ministry will offer you comfort, hope, reassurance and 

healing during the holiday season.  For additional 

information and registration, please contact Cheryl 

Jones at CherylRJones@atmc.net.  
 

 

 

 

   Operation Christmas 

Child Shoebox Ministry 
     For the past 25 years, Samaritan's Purse has been 

collecting shoeboxes filled with gifts and delivering 

them to children in need around the world.  Each box is 

an opportunity for a boy or girl to experience the love of 

God in a tangible way and to hear the Gospel.  Trinity 

United Methodist Church is once again taking part in 

this Ministry.   

     On Sunday, October 7th, 14th, and 21st, shoeboxes 

for you to fill with gifts will be available outside in front 

of the church building and in the Welcome Center.   

     A flyer with instructions and labels will be inside 

each shoebox.  Please take one or more shoeboxes.  Each 

shoebox will have a number on it. When you take a 

shoebox, please sign your name next to the 

corresponding number on the list. 

     The filled shoeboxes may be returned to the 

Conference Room at your convenience.  The final day 

for returning them is Sunday, November 4th.  

     Take a look at the bulletin board in the hallway where 

the elevator is located.  There is very interesting 

information about the history of Operation Christmas 

Child photos and the journey of the shoeboxes.   

     Please call Nancy Gillen at 910-833-0212 or e-mail 

at nancejean@gmail.com if you have any questions. 

 
 

 

Stephen Ministry Update 
     Since the commissioning by 

Trinity of new Stephen Ministers in 

April, requests for a Stephen Minister 

continue to increase. 

    Those who are assigned a Stephen 

Minister are always referred to as a 

“care receiver.”  Names are never 

used nor are they known.  As of this article, Stephen 

Ministry is working with 17 care receivers.   

     Some of the care receivers’ issues deal with various 

health concerns, loneliness, grief, aging, spirituality, 

family issues, adult children, aging parents, life changes, 

marriage, loss, new normal’s and more.   

    Of the 17 care receivers, about half come from within 

Trinity and the other half come from within our 

community at large.   

     Stephen Ministers are specially trained to work with 

many kinds of needs.  The church denomination or the 

depth of faith does not factor into receiving assistance.  

Stephen Ministers are only limited by their areas of 

training.  These are lay ministers and not professionals.  

    If you, or someone you know, might benefit from a 

Stephen Minister please contact Stephen Ministry 

Leaders Jinny Connelly at 368-9590 or Pam Hicks at 

632-8037.  

     All work and conversations are confidential. 

 

When her child’s towel was 

stolen during a school swimming trip, an irate 

parent demanded of the teacher, “What kind of 

juvenile delinquents are in class with my child?” 

     “I’m sure it was taken accidently,” said the 

teacher.  “What does it look like?” 

   “It’s white” said the parent.  “And it says 

Holiday Inn on it.” 
 

mailto:CherylRJones@atmc.net
mailto:nancejean@gmail.com


 
UMW Reading Program 

     You will find the following books on the United 

Methodist Women's book cart in Trinity’s library.   

Latin America People and Faith by Sonia Maria 

Barbosa Dias 

     This book presents a broad picture of Latin America, 

the South American continent, Central America, Mexico 

and the Caribbean from historic and socio-economic 

perspectives. 

     Here are four characteristics that make this book a 

must read:  It is personal, it is theological, it is 

informative and it is inspirational.  

     This book is 117 pages. 

The End of Your Life Book Club by Will Schwalbe 

     This book is a profoundly moving memoir of care 

giving, mourning and love.  It is also about the joy of 

reading and the ways that joy is multiplied when we 

share it with others. 

     The Boston Globe said, “This book is not only a son's 

heartfelt tribute to his mother's courage and grace, but a 

vivid testimony to the enduring power of books to create 

meaning out of chaos, illuminate values and connect 

with each other.  

     This book is 329 pages. 

Boundless by Bryan Bishop 

     In his many travels as a researcher for “Youth with A 

Mission”, Bryan Bishop has discovered a startling 

phenomenon: hidden movements of Muslims, Hindus, 

Buddhists, and others who are experiencing and 

following Jesus outside the boundaries of traditional 

Western Christianity 

     Through colorful firsthand accounts, Bishop explains 

how these fresh expressions of faith can revitalize our 

own.  

     This book is 224 pages 

The Road to Recovery: Searching for 

Salvation Inspired by the Life & Art of Patrick Atkinson 

presented by Rocky Atkinson 

     The Road to Recovery contains over 60 pieces of 

original artwork by contemporary artist Patrick 

Atkinson.  This man died at the age of 33 of an 

accidental drug overdose.   

     After he died, his father devoted much time to 

working with men suffering from the disease of 

addiction.  This book was inspired by the life and art of 

his son.  Each piece of artwork is coupled with scripture 

and other positive writings.   

     Also included are observations about the difficulty of 

life on the recovery road.  

     Teresa McBean said: "As an act of faith, this 

bereaved father looks though a particular lens of 

Christian faith and seeks to communicate the hope that 

he finds in Jesus.  It is one father's attempt to try and 

understand his son, the artist and the addict, from the 

framework of faith."  

     This book is 171 pages.  It will be placed on the table 

outside the library. 

     For more information, please contact Nancy Gillen at 

910-833-0212. 

 

 

               

 
As long as the grass keeps growing 

and the river keeps flowing, 

 

As long as the sun keeps shining 

and the birds keep singing, 

 

As long as the flower blooms 

when the sweet rain falls, 

 

As long as the winter is cold 

and the summer is warm, 

 

As long as the mountains stand tall 

as the oceans are wide, 

 

As long as the moon shines bright 

for the evening tide, 

 

As long as the air is sweet 

when the breeze tickles my face, 

 

I will never forget that 

God created this place. 
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October Birthdays  
1.  Laudone, Nancy 

     Register, Rick 

 

3.  Cowan, Robert 

     Sharer, Wilma 

 

4.  Jordan, Kelly 

     Weaver, Jonathan 

 

5.  Oldham, Doug 

     Peck, Pat 

     Smith, Gale 

 

6.  Bauman, Nancy 

     Kirkwood, Bill 

     Long, Julie 

     Williams, Montana 

 

7.  Loehr, Gloria 

     O'Neal, Sherry 

     Sullivan, Eleanor 

 

8.  Bartlett, Bill 

     Dale, Edward 

     Devine, Neva 

     Lewis, Bett 

 

9.  McNamara, David 

 

10. Lull, Bruce 

 

11. Enis, Jackson 

      Martino, Joe 

 

13. Berry, Wayne 

      Dooley, Al 

      Holdridge, Marian 

 

14. Carson, Barb 

      Jamison, Donald 

      Smith, Ron 

 

15. Nielsen, Eric 

 

16. Bland, Greg 

      Deming, Denise 

      Hubble, Haley 

      Jaschke, Pam 

 

17. Williams, Carolyn 

 

18. Leach, Susan 

      Pritchard, Herb 

      Tatum, Kathy 

 

19. Humphrey, Jim 

      Tucker, Pat 

 

20. Sossamon, Jim 

 

21. Rouse, Jackie 

 

22. McKnight, Mary 

      O'Neal, Bill 

      Phillips, Margaret 

      Stolp, Bernie 

 

23. Allred, Pat 

      Finley, Marge 

      Frallic, Terry 

      Lawrence, Barbara 

 

24. Britton, Dave 

      Dale, Dona 

 

25. Bris-Bois, Gladys 

      Palmer, Hannelore 

      Richardson, Tami 

 

26. Boguskie, Ed 

      Caruso, Dave 

      Cook, Robert 

      Edwards, Amy 

      Huggins, Susan 

      Martin, Jane 

 

27. Edwards, Kay 

      Sandage, Chuck 

      VanSise, Ronald 

 

28. Beach, Norman 

      Haddon, Di 

 

29. Albertson, Gary 

 

30. Boehmer, Nikolos 

      Hill, Ken 

      Tenenoff, Debbie 

 

31. Allardyce, David 

      Bolin, Madge 

      Kiely, Sue 


