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     One of the first times I can remember feeling God’s presence was Christmas Eve, 1979.  I was a junior in 

high school.  I had recently moved to a new community and we had been attending a new church for a very 

short time.  Honestly, the only reason I went to the service was I thought some of my new friends would be 

there…and because my parents told me I had to go with them.  Little did I know when I walked in the sanctuary 

that night that something special would occur in my heart.  

     At the end of the service, as we sang “Silent Night, Holy Night” and lit individual candles, I felt something 

deep within me, a warmth that was not due to the candle, something I couldn’t name at the time, but knew came 

from God.  As my voice, probably off key, joined with others singing, “sleep in heavenly peace”, I had a peace 

that I could not explain.  

     Since then, Christmas Eve has always included singing “Silent Night” while holding a lit candle.  In fact, I 

can’t imagine Christmas without this wonderful tradition that always warms my heart.  Every year, I feel God’s 

presence anew as I sing and have come to realize that the feeling I get is God’s love coming down to me anew 

and reminding me that the birth of Jesus is the “Son of God, Love’s pure light.”  It is truly a highlight of, not 

only the Christmas season, but of the entire year!  Just writing about it, helps me get in the Christmas spirit and 

warms my heart.  

     Have you had a similar Christmas experience with “Silent Night?”  Perhaps you too have memories of 

someone singing in such a way that moved you closer to our Lord.  The number of artists that have recorded 

this beautiful song is endless.  Many of us can remember singing it in churches, schools, or while caroling.  Like 

me, there are many who look forward to Christmas Eve primarily for the moment we light candles and sing, 

“All is calm, and all is bright.”   

     This year marks the 200
th

 anniversary of the writing of “Silent Night” by Joseph Mohr and the setting to 

music by Franz Gruber.  It was first sung by the two in St Nicholas parish Church in Oberndorf, a village in 

present-day Austria.  There are very few songs that have had such an enormous impact on people.  

     In celebration of this wonderful song, our Advent and Christmas sermon series will be called, “Calm & 

Bright.”  This series will remind us anew of the One who came and still comes.  We will hear the song a few 

times and be reminded of the simple meaning of the Christmas story.   

     We have had a tumultuous fall and it will be good to be reminded of the peace and hope that comes at 

Christmas and how God often uses music and song to remind us that God is with us!  I am looking forward to a 

wonderful Advent and Christmas season!  

     It is my prayer that God will move in you in a special way!  

                                                                                                                                                Blessings my friends, 

                                                                                                                                                            Pastor Stuart 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oberndorf_bei_Salzburg


 
Sounds and Celebrations 

of the 

Christmas Season 

at 

Trinity 
December 

2
nd

 - Advent begins with the church having been decorated with traditional symbols of the season such as a  

Chrismon Tree, Advent Wreath and garlands of greens.   

     Worship services are at 8:15AM, an informal service in the sanctuary; 9:30AM, a contemporary service in Murrow 

Hall; and 11:00AM, a traditional service in the sanctuary.  Communion, where all are welcome, will be served at each 

service.   

 

****The Advent Sermon Series is “Calm and Bright”.  

Two hundred years ago, the classic Christmas carol "Silent Night, Holy Night" was written by Hans Gruber.  Since then, 

this wonderful song has helped transform lives and point people to the manger and the one born to be the "Prince of 

Peace."  This Advent and Christmas, Trinity United Methodist will celebrate the carol through music and scripture to help 

everyone come to a greater understanding of the Gift given to us on that Holy, and perhaps not so silent, Night when Jesus 

was born.   

 

8
th

 - Winterfest in Southport includes Trinity’s Annual Open House in the unique, historic sanctuary from 2:00PM to 5:00 

PM which includes an afternoon of musical presentations.  At 2:00PM, the Children’s Choir, directed by Teresa Milton, 

will sing.  The Handbell Concert with The Joyful Noise Ringers and the Celebration Ringers will offer their concert from 

2:30 to 3:15PM.  Various musical performances will be held from 3:30PM to 5:00PM.  Refreshments are served from 

2:30PM to 4:30PM in Murrow Hall.   

 

9
th

 - An Advent Contemporary Cantata, “First Christmas: Stories from the Birth of Christ”, will be performed in 

Murrow Hall at 9:30AM by the praise band vocalists and instrumentalists.  It includes visits from Joseph, Elizabeth, 

Mary, the Innkeeper and more.  You will hear voices of the Children’s Choir as well.  Amy Edwards is the Worship 

Leader. 

 

16
th

 - The Traditional Christmas Cantata is performed at 8:15AM and 11:00AM am in the sanctuary by the Cantata Choir 

and the Wyckoff Orchestra.  Join us for “The Mystery and the Majesty” by Joseph M. Martin.  Conducted by Robert 

Marks, Director of Traditional Music Ministries and accompanied by Cathy Furpless and Denise Deming.  Various solo 

artists will perform. 

 

24
th

 - There are four Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship Services, each with communion being served.  In Murrow Hall 

at 4:00PM will be a Contemporary Service for families, followed by a 6:00PM Contemporary Service.  At 8:00PM and 

10:00PM, Traditional Services will be held in the Sanctuary. Childcare will be provided for the 6:00PM and 8:00PM 

services.   

  

30
th

 - A Wesleyan Covenant Renewal Service will be held at each Sunday worship service.  In the tradition of the United 

Methodist Church, dating back to John Wesley, founder of Methodism, those attending will have the opportunity to renew 

their covenant and commit themselves to the service of God.  



 

 
Matthew’s Ministry Christmas Gift Drive 

     Matthew’s Ministry provides weekend food to 

students at sixteen Brunswick County schools.  This year 

we would like to send a book home with the elementary 

age children that we serve prior to their Christmas break.   

     We are looking for new books suitable for a child in 

kindergarten through 5th grade.  We will also be sending 

home $15.00 Wal-Mart gift cards to the students that we 

serve at our middle and high schools.   

     New, unwrapped books and/or gift cards can be left 

in our drop box at our distribution center (8500 Oak 

Island Dr) from November 9
th
 - December 8

th
.   

     If you would like to make a donation for the purchase 

of the books or gift cards, please make the check out to 

Matthew’s Ministry and write Christmas in the memo 

line.  Monetary donations can be sent to: 5149 

Fernwood Drive, Southport, NC 28461.   

     Thank you for your continued support of the children 

in Brunswick County. 

 

Stephen Ministry           
     December brings different “feelings” than those we 

experience in other months of the year.  Everyone 

experiences a wide range of “feelings” from great 

expectations, excitement, merriment, to calmness, peace 

and renewed hope.  Maybe even a few of us cross our 

fingers hoping that Santa did not really see that “thing” 

that was broken, but never admitted. 

     For Trinity’s Stephen Ministers, it is a time for 

reflection on the blessings given to them by those they 

walked alongside during difficult times.  Each situation 

is different; each person is unique.  To each care 

receiver, past, present and those to come, thank you for 

your ongoing “gifts” of sharing given to all ministers. 

     Stephen Ministers Bob Ames, Sandy Bines, Dianne 

Boguskie, Woody Clookie, Barbara Colwell,  Jinny 

Connelly, Vicki Conway, Bob Gibbs, Pam Hicks,  Kathy 

Johnson, Cheryl Jones, Cathy Keller, Laura Liggett, 

Gloria Loehr, Rick Loehr, Allie Lull, Chanthou Lupton, 

Fran McGaughy, Sid Mullins, Celeste Plassman, Diane 

Sloan, Julie Starnes wish everyone at Trinity a very 

Merry Christmas.  May the blessings during this holiday 

season be abundant for all. 

A Note of Appreciation   

     This past year has been abundant at Trinity!  

“Abundant?” my friend asked me.  I replied, “Yes”.   

     The giving I have witnessed to the general fund and 

the outpouring of gifts to help those in need has brought 

tears to my eyes with gratefulness.  I have witnessed this 

not only through generous giving, but also generous 

living.  The generosity of people committing their time 

to help others has been tremendous. 

     Thank you for making a commitment to Trinity for 

2019 through the gift of financial resources, talents and 

time.  How do I, as Stewardship Chair, say thank you to 

a congregation that reflects the love of Christ in so many 

ways!?  Where do I find the words to express my 

thanks?   

     I find the words in Romans 1:8 (The Message), “I 

thank God through Jesus Christ for every one of you.  

That’s first.  People everywhere keep telling me about 

your lives of faith and every time I hear them, I thank 

Him.”  I also find them in 1 Corinthians 5-6 (The 

Message), “I thank God for your lives of free and open 

access to God, given by Jesus.  There’s no end to what 

has happened in you—it’s beyond speech, beyond 

knowledge.  The evidence of Christ has been clearly 

verified in your lives.” 

                                                                    Nancy Keziah 

                                                            Stewardship Chair 
 

 

 
Britches for Brunswick 

     “Britches for Brunswick” delivered 150 pairs of 

shorts to eight of the public elementary schools in 

Brunswick County.  (The ninth public school is being 

cared for by Compass Point.)   

Included in each package were small kid’s tee shirts and 

socks.  

     Items will continue to be collected in the clothes 

basket in the Welcome Center.  

We wish you could see the smiles when these items are 

delivered.  Thank you for helping make this a successful 

ministry.  

                                  Nancy Laudone and Kathy Yarnell  

 



  The Christmas Code 
     Trinity’s Prayer Team is offering the congregation an 

opportunity to take part in an individual Advent study 

that will remind us that God's greatest gift, His precious 

Son, is at the very heart of Advent.   

     This is a 25 day insightful and meaningful short 

devotional from The Christmas Code - Each day's 

reading includes a scripture verse, a devotional thought, 

a code word, and a prayer.  The code words serve to help 

unlock the blessings of each reading.  Prayerfully ponder 

them throughout each day.   

     Copies are available at no charge in the Welcome 

Center.    

 

 

Advent Study 

What gifts will you give this Christmas? 

     Join us for a four-week Advent study, “Christmas 

Presents That Won’t Break”, by James Moore and 

Jacob Armstrong.   

     The study is video and discussion based and will 

meet Tuesday mornings from 10:00AM to noon on 

November 27
th

 to December 18
th

 in room 203.   

     This Advent journey explores the true spirit of 

Christmas.  Let us reflect on the unbreakable gifts God 

has given us…hope, love, joy and peace. 

     And, remember God’s greatest gift, Jesus Christ, who 

came to us as a baby and leads us through the days of 

our lives.  Please contact Cheryl Jones at 

CherylRJones@atmc.net for information and to register. 

 

 
Operation Christmas Child 

     Thank you to everyone that participated in the 

Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box Ministry.   

     It was another successful year. 

                                                                     Nancy Gillen 

 
Creation Care - A Green Christmas 

Suggestions for making it a “greener” Christmas: 

 Purchase reusable bags for presents instead of 

gift wrap. 

 Use as few disposable plates, cups, etc. as 

possible when entertaining. 

 Give food in a reusable container. 

 Use LED Christmas lights. 

 Put Christmas lights on a timer. 

 Purchase reusable/environmentally friendly gifts 

such as: 

*Reusable straws, reusable K cup filters, 

reusable produce bags 

*Reusable snack, quart size, gallon size    

bags such as Stasher 

 Purchase wooden toys over plastic ones for 

children. 

 Give books for children that have an 

environmental theme such as: 

Don’t Throw That Away by Lara Bergen 

I am Jane Goodall by Brad Meltzer 

                                                                    Nancy Keziah 

 

 

 

“Christmas is God handing us a 

dream that’s beyond our 

imagination and then gifting us 

with resources that are beyond 

our imagination so that we can 

make that dream real beyond  

our imagination.”  
― 

                                                      Craig D. Lounsbrough 
 



 
Welcome to the Island of the Misfit Toys 
     You may have noticed many of our youth wearing 

their CORE sweatshirts that proudly say, “Welcome to 

the Island of the Misfit Toys” on the back.  From time to 

time, people will be very confused as to why our CORE 

students refer to each other as the misfits.  Isn’t that a 

bad thing?  Not in our world.   

     How many of us felt like an outcast, awkward, or like 

they just simply didn’t fit in as a teen?  I know I did.  It’s 

hard to believe at that age that this feeling is nothing 

new and that it often doesn’t end just because you are 

past the teen years.  In the 1964 movie Rudolph the Red 

Nosed Reindeer we are introduced to characters like 

Hermy, an elf who wants to be a dentist instead of 

making toys, a Charlie in the box who is not sure why 

his name is not Jack, a water pistol that shoots only jelly, 

a bird that swims instead of flies and a boat that can’t 

stay afloat.  Is there any greater picture of characters that 

just don’t fit in?   

     Jesus came so that ALL may be saved.  Jesus spent 

his time eating with tax collectors, prostitutes, lepers, 

and many other sinners; the very people that would have 

been considered misfits in their time.  This confounded 

the Jewish leaders who spent time pouring over their 

laws and making sure that only the pure and clean 

people were allowed to come before God.  I am sure the 

lepers of that day who were sent outside of the town for 

being unclean would have been able to identify with the 

misfit toys who were banished to their own island for 

being deemed broken or somehow otherwise unworthy 

to enter into Santa’s bag of perfect toys.   

     Jesus came and turned that on its head.  He went out 

of his way to not just preach in word, but to show in 

action that we were all created in the image of God.  We 

are all somebody in God’s eyes.  Though we may all feel 

broken at some point and have insecurities and doubts 

about who we are and may have been picked on at some 

point or made to feel like our lives don’t matter, STOP 

and remember this Christmas season what my youth 

proudly wear and are reminded of throughout the year. 

YOU were created in the image of God and if you let 

Him, you’ll belong to him and he will love you 

relentlessly.  And, you will find your meaning, hope, and 

acceptance in Him who created you.  In Luke 19:10 it 

says, “For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save 

the lost”.  Yes, that means even the misfit toy.   

     A couple years ago, the youth and I went to Myrtle 

Beach for some Christian concerts.  A rapper who calls 

himself KJ-52, whom none of us had ever heard of, took 

the stage and we were immediately drawn to him with 

his opening song.  As a youth group, we had been 

referring to ourselves as our own little Island of Misfit 

toys for quite some time, but KJ-52 seemed to put into 

words exactly what we had been trying to say.  I have 

put some of the words to that song below.  Rap songs 

have so many words I only included part of the song, but 

feel free to look up the total lyrics online.   

 

“I'm sittin' in detention feeling like the breakfast club 

Staring at my desk wishing that I had a hug 

I wouldn't pay attention but what I paid for love 

But when you're searching for some hope, man, that 

junks a drug 

Awkward, introvert, really had nowhere to turn 

Crumbling, insecure, struggling with the hurt 

Stomach all up in a churn rumbling up in my shirt… 

I can't get away until I read the first verse 

Of Your word, then I learned of my birth curse 

And that You died for me, and all my net worth 

I realized my need just to make a second birth 

I bowed my knee and said take away the hurt” 

 

“This is for the misfits 

Rejects, Losers, Defects, Weirdos, Awkward, Broke 

down, Strange kids 

Don't you forget 

You are loved 

You are loved 

You are loved 

This is for the skate kids 

Emos, Straight kids, Weirdos, Gay kids, Losers, Broke 

down zeros 

Don't you forget 

You are loved 

You are loved 

You are loved” 

 

“Welcome to the island of the misfit toys  

Land of the broken girls and boys” 

                                                                    Amy Edwards 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December Birthdays 
1.  Liane, Nancy 

     Long, Abby 

     Sherrod, Melissa 

 

2.  Gale, David 

     Hules, Jim 

     Weaver, Samuel 

 

3.  Harris, Dot 

     Stockbridge-Davidson,  

                              Barbara 

 

4.  Biskup, Mona 

     Keller, Cathy 

     Morhard, Bob 

     Ruebel-Gilbert, Elvira 

 

5.  Lupton, Dustin 

 

6.  Leete, Willow 

 

7.  Surniak, Debby 

 

8.  Frallic, Preston 

     Guyton, Sam 

 

9.  Amicone, Cynthia 

     Anderson, Dave 

     Wilson, Toni 

 

10. Clewis, Beth 

      Clookie, Woody 

      Tenenoff, Savanna 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

11. Jenkins, Evan 

      Mulfinger, Deborah 

 

13. Reaves, Sonia 

      Spencer, Jack 

 

14. Johnson, Butch 

 

15. Carter, Carol 

      McNamara, Kathy 

      Miller, Terry 

 

16. Graley, Matt 

 

17. Brookins, Chris 

      Milton, Pastor Stuart 

 

18. Dorsett, Ellen 

      Naef, Joanne 

 

19. Boguskie, Dianne 

      Furpless, Bill 

      Hayhurst, Lyle 

      Jones, Cheryl 

      Wallace, Kelley 

 

20. Becker, Carolyn 

      Campbell, Earlene 

 

21. Flynn, Michael 

      Fosbury, Lisa 

      Frank, Mary 

      Thede, Colleen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
22. Clayton, Richard 

      Rankin, Amelia 

 

23. Beane, Todd 

      Jenny, David 

      Rankin, Eletha 

 

24. Berry, Bill 

      Danford, Steve 

      Miller, Kathy 

 

25. Devine, Joe 

 

26. Gibbs, Bob 

 

27. Jenkins, Linda 

 

28. Sloup, Ashley 

      Vey, Bill 

 

29. Clewis, Caison 

      Messmer, Ed 

      Pethe, Gary 

      Sullivan, Hope 

      Wooten, Katherine 

 

30. Pryor, David 

 

31. Eastman, Jim 

      Guyton, Ricky 
 


