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Deep and Wide 
If you grew up in church, you may remember this song: 

Deep and wide, Deep and wide, There's a fountain flowing deep and wide 

Deep and wide, Deep and wide, There's a fountain flowing deep and wide 

 

     Some of you probably can also do the motions.  Some of you can remember after singing it the first time, you didn’t 

sing, “Deep”, but sang, “Mmm and wide, Mmm and wide, there’s a fountain flowing Mmm and wide…”  The second 

time, you sang, “Mmm and Mmm…there’s a fountain flowing Mmm and Mmm”   Many of you are going to be singing it 

for the rest of the day!  You’re welcome!!   

     As we begin a new year, I believe God is calling Trinity members and friends to go deeper in our faith and wider in our 

ministry.  In fact, I would like us to consider this our theme for the coming year.  Let’s go deep and wide.  

     Deep: Following a night in which Simon Peter and his partners didn’t catch any fish, Jesus told him, “Put out into 

deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.”  (Luke 5:4)  Over the years, some have heard in that statement, a 

command that we go grow in our faith and that we take up disciplines so our trust in God will grow.  As we begin a new 

year, now is a good time to make some new commitments.  No, not resolutions, but commitments.  

     Will you commit to reading the Bible more?  Will you commit to praying more?  To go deeper means to be 

disciplined.  On Epiphany, the day we celebrate the Wise Men coming to worship the Baby Jesus, Trinity will begin a 40-

day prayer challenge.  We will read a book by Rev. Mark Batterson, hear sermons and testimonies on prayer, participate 

in small groups and actually pray that God will do great work in our midst.  I hope you will look for more information and 

join us as we go “deep in faith”.  

     Wide: Immediately before Jesus ascended into heaven, he told his disciples, “You will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 

the earth.” ' (Acts of the Apostles 1:8)  In the years since, this is a reminder to Jesus followers that we are not to sit still.  

We are called to go into the world and share the good news of God’s love with others.  We are called to start with our 

neighbors, but also to share with all people what God has done in our lives.  

     Again, as we enter a new year, I want to challenge you to commit to inviting others to join you on this journey of faith. 

Perhaps, you can invite someone to join in to watch our worship services on Facebook Live and then followup with an 

invitation to sit with you in church, later in the year, when we are able to gather together.  Perhaps, you can begin to pray 

to discover how God is calling you to share God’s love with someone in a different way.  How can you be a witness in 

greater ways?  

     After a difficult 2020, many have been looking forward to the New Year.  Ultimately, what this year will turn out to be 

will be determined by what we make it.  Let’s go deeper in our faith and wider in our ministry!  Then, we will give 

God all the glory!  

                                                                                                                                                                        Pastor Stuart 
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Stewardship Moment 

     Thank you so much for your continued financial 

support to Trinity United Church and your returned 

pledges for the 2021 Stewardship Campaign.  We 

exceeded our pledge goal of $625,000 with total 

pledges, as of December 6, of $634,500 from 168 

families.   

     Even more impressive during these difficult times, is 

the fact that there were 59 families that increased their 

pledges and 29 new pledges.  Trinity is so blessed to 

have such a giving congregation. 

     The successful Stewardship Campaign will allow the 

Finance Committee and the Church Council to approve a 

realistic budget for 2021 while considering the COVID-

19 limit on church gatherings.  

     If you did not submit a pledge for 2021, you can still 

submit your pledge either by mail or by an online pledge 

at www.southporttrinityumc.com. 

                    Kent Wood, 2021 Stewardship Chairperson 

 

 

 

 
Christmas Tree of Hope 

     Trinity provided Christmas for 48 children and adults 

through Brunswick Family Assistance by donating 

$4,393 or $90.00 for each gift!  Because of COVID-19, 

Brunswick Family Assistance will do the shopping for 

Trinity this year. 

     Jeremy Perchin of Brunswick Family Assistance 

expressed a big THANK YOU for Trinity’s contributions 

to the Christmas Tree of Hope. 
     I also want to say a big THANK YOU to the Trinity 

family for your generous contributions to the Christmas 

Tree of Hope.  My heart leaps with joy for these 48 

children and adults who will have Christmas because of 

Trinity! 

                                                             Earlene Campbell 

                                                          Missions Committee 

 
Extravagant Generosity –2020 in Review 
     As I review our financials through the last eleven 

months, I am so overwhelmed by not just the giving, but 

by the talent this church exemplifies.  What a year!  I 

know we all want 2020 to just go away.  Well, in 

retrospect I think Trinity can be proud.   

      And, I would like to give a big shout out to our 

staff.  They have pretty much made this year something 

special in so many ways.  Just review the Sunday 

worship services, the Vacation Bible School, the United 

Methodist Men with their take-out meals, the Disciple 

Bible Outreach programs…the list goes on.  We have so 

much to be thankful for, but I especially thank the staff. 

     The Finance Committee recently passed the 2021 

budget which kept a freeze on all salaries.  However, we 

can recognize their efforts through our Church’s 

Christmas Fund.  Please take time to recognize their 

efforts through this annual special fund. 

     May the Blessings of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ shine upon you and your family during this 

special time of the year.  The holiday season is a 

wonderful time of joy and celebration and the sharing of 

gifts to those we love.   

     Your gifts and pledges can also not go unrecognized.  

Thanks to you, we will make 2021 a brighter year             

                   Don Collins, Finance Committee Chairman 

 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child 
     Thank you to those that filled a shoebox in this 

COVID year either virtually or in person.  If virtually, 

and you have not let me know, please send an email 

to me at nancejean@gmail.com.   

     The number of actual shoeboxes filled was 36.   Of 

the 36, 14 were for boys ages 2-13 and 22 were for girls 

ages 2-13. 

     And, thank you to the Prayer Shawl Ladies for 

making purses for the shoeboxes. 

                                                                     Nancy Gillen 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/1ca648a680466c17/Documents/Trinity/www.southporttrinityumc.com
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Creation Care              

“We are stewards, not masters of our earth.  Each of us 

has a responsibility to care for the precious gift of 

God’s creation.”  Pope Francis 

     As we enter the 2021 New Year, the Creation Care 

Team is looking forward to continuing to educate our 

church and community through the United Methodist 

Men’s “To-Go-Meals”.  We also connect with various 

NCUMC Creation Care churches via ZOOM  to 

exchange information.  

     The Oceanview Methodist Church in Oak Island had 

an excellent Electronics Recycling Collection at the end 
of September.  Thank you to all who participated.  Save 

your electronics, batteries, CDs and cords as there may 

be another date for this in the spring.  The CCT will also 

be available to help again with collections.  

     Brunswick County solid waste and recycling has 

added collections of Hazardous Waste on the 3rd 

Thursday of each month at 172 Landfill Road in Bolivia.  

Check out their website at www.brunswickcountync.gov 

for the approved items they will accept. 

     One New Year’s resolution you may want to make is 

to "declutter" your home.  Learn what can be recycled 

that cannot go to curbside pickup.  Go to 

realtor.com/advice/home- improvements/surprising-

things-you-can-recycle/.  You can keep more items out 

of the landfill after reading this. 

Creation Care Tips:  

Reuse single plastic zippered packaging.  It usually can 

be thoroughly washed and reused for food or other 

items.  Add a label or use a marker to identify the 

contents. 

When washing clothes, use cool or cold water to reduce 

the usage of hot water.   Hot water soaks up 80% of 

energy required to do a load of laundry.  Also, 

shortening showers uses less energy to heat the water.  

The average American uses 2.5 gallons per min! 

     Thank you for all you do to help God’s creation in 

this hopeful New Year. 

     Email peg4bells@yahoo.com with your questions or 

suggestions.        Peggy Lacey and Creation Care Team 

************************************ 
 

 

 

Missions… 

“Bursting Forth With Christ’s Love” 
A Review of Missions Accomplished and Missions 

Moving Forward 

     Missions Accomplished: Thanks to the generosity of 

the Trinity community, we touched many lives during 

2020 through our direct participation with UMCOR in 

the rebuilding efforts of homes damaged by Florence as 

well as the provision of appliances through the NC 

Community Foundation grant that ended in December.  

Thirteen households received 38 appliances ($22,000) 

and 28 households were helped with rebuilding their 

homes and four families moved back into their homes 

after spending almost two years in FEMA trailers.  

Operation Brotherhood also provided several homes 

with furnishings.  Sadly, the Florence-related work in 

Brunswick County is not yet complete, but the WARM 

organization (which is supported financially by our 

church) is going forth with these efforts.  In addition, 

through the mission line items, we supported fourteen 

local, regional and foreign mission efforts as well as the 

ten missions supported by the Rainbow Covenant.  

     Missions Moving Forward:  Our work to support 

those who are homeless in our community continues and 

the establishment of the Brunswick Partnership for 

Housing (BPA), with the purchase of a building in 

Southport, was a major accomplishment.  The BPA is 

now in the next stage of raising funds necessary for 

converting the building into four apartments for 

transitional housing.  To learn more about this ministry 

and the opportunity to contribute, please visit the 

webpage www.brunswickpartnership.org.  The Winter 

Sheltering ministry that we have participated in for five 

years continues in partnership with Brunswick County 

Streetreach.  Our participation is financial as we are not 

taking meals to guests due to COVID.   

     We are also continuing our ministry to the Hayes 

family who you were introduced in the October Trawler 

and through Lori Hayes’ testimony during our 

stewardship campaign.  Our goal is to help build a small 

home on the Hayes’ property in Sunset Harbor.  We are 

currently soliciting funds from the community for 

building supplies.  For our church family, contributions 

can be made through TUMC by simply designating the 

“Hayes Family Rebuild” with your contribution.  

                   Becky Felton, Chair o f Mission Committee 

 

http://www.brunswickcountync.gov/
mailto:peg4bells@yahoo.com
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Dr. Abiel Rivera Graduates in Honduras 
     Dr. Abiel Rivera graduated on Thursday, December 

10, 2020, as an Internal Medical Doctor. 

Trinity UMC supported Abiel Rivera of Honduras 

through his medical school studies.  He was able to visit 

Trinity, to meet the congregation, on January 4, 2017.  

Thank you, Trinity, for your generous support of this 

special Honduran doctor.  

     Let us remember Dr. Abiel in our prayers as he 

begins his medical work in Honduras. 

                                                             Earlene Campbell 

 

 

January Birthdays 
1.  Carroll Reighan 
     Savanna Tenenoff 

 

2.  Joe Cleary 

     Madi Jones 

     Barbara Kassler 

     Ernie Riccie 

 

4.  Teri Harrison 

     Bleu Mosley 

     Gary Reaves 

 

5.  Judy Allen 

     John Bauman 

     John Fox 

     Leslie Kirkwood 

     Karen Marks 

     Jason Stancil 

     Karl Taylor 

 

6.  Bill Bines 

     Lucy Hedblom 

 

7.  William Davis 

     Ted King 

     Daralyn Spivey 

 

8.  Mark Harris 

     Sawyer Herring 

     Terry Shoemake 

 

9.  Emily   Bonney 

     Linda Pollard 

 

10. Sam Keziah 

 

11. Joan Pethe 

      Dick Slease 

      Melanie Tewell 

      Joan Williams 

      Finley Zeron 

 

13. Donna Albertson 

 

14. Sarah Hicks 

      Carolyn Honore' 

      Ken Huber 

 

15. Linda Flanagan 

 

16. Parker Caison 

 
18. Gail Damstrom 

      Anna Edwards 

      Nan Rueckel 

21. Jack Patterson 

 

22. Bob Ames 

      Tom Glosser 

      Carolee Morris 

      Celeste Plassman 

 

23. Ray Hubbard 

 

24. Marj Bornyasz 

      Betsy Kumnick 

      Jack McFarland 

 

25. Carolyn Mitchem 

      Brianna Reaves 

 

26. Andrew Sherrod 

 

27. Annette Allardyce 

      Gail Bartlett 

      Anabelle Leete 

 

28. Jerry Hrabica 

      Merv Thede 

 

29, Cathy Danford 

      Eloise Randolph 

 

30. Margie Hall 

      Greyson Kelley 

      Mary Poole 

      Nicholas Slease 

 


